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Guests are Welcome 
Come to our next meeting: 

date: 

program: 

place: 

hostesses: 

MONDAY, MARCH 26, 1979 - 7:15P.M. (evening} 

RITA FRISCHER, Librarian, Temple Ramat Zion, Northridge, 
Lecturer in Literature, Book Discussion Leader. 

SUBJECT: A STUDY IN CONTRADICTION: 
THE JEWISH WOMAN IN AMERICAN LITERATURE 

Also: Display of Jewish juvenile books considered by 
AJL Book Award Committee for AJL Book Award 1978, 
by Rita Frischer, Chairman, and Nettie Frishman, 
Committee Member, AJL Book Award Committee. 

STEPHEN S. WISE TEMPLE LIBRARY, West L.A. (476-8561; 788-4778) 
(Sepulveda Blvd., or San Diego Freeway,exit at Mulholland; 
R on Mulholland, R on Casiano past Univ, of Judaism, L on 
Stephen Wise Dr. into parki~ lot. Library is upper level 
of first building on left as you drive up - thru wrought 
iron gate and across toddler yard.) 

MARJORIE GERSH, JUDY KATZ, BARBARA LEFF, ROSE SHURMAN. 

DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR 
Mar. 25 - CAJE Mini-Conference (see p. 3) 

26 - AJLSC General Meeting - 7:15 pm- Stephens. Wise Temple (see above) 
Apr. 2 - AJLSC Board Meeting - Home of Leah Rubin - RSVP regrets only  

12-19 - PASSOVER 
23 - AJLSC General Meeting (tentative) 
30 - AJLSC Board Meeting 
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Dear Colleagues, 

On March 5, 1979, representatives of AJLSC met with Howard Gelberd, Director 
of Personnel Services af the Bureau of Jewish Education, Los Angeles, to resume 
our joint discussions concer· .ng pertification, personnel practices code, and 
salaries for librarians, ~number of items were discussed as outlined below: 

1. ANNUAL WAGES. It was agreed that, to promote professionalism and increase 
job security, the librarian should be paid an annual salary. 

2. SALARY SCHEDULES. There was a general agree~ent that the proposed salaries 
for librarians were too low. It was decided that AJLSC representatives will revise 
the salary schedule for librarians, in the light of teachers' salaries, with a 
salary range suggested for each level according to education and experience. The 
top figure will be equal to teachers' salaries with equal qualifications. The bottom 
figure will be the minimum acceptable salary. BJE and AJLSC will meet to agree on this. 

3. ENFORCEMENT OF PROPOSED SALARIES. The BJE would assist and support libr~
rians in several ways: 

a. A viable lib~ary should be one of the requirements for schools de
siring to affiliate with the BJE. This would apply to both day schools and 
supplemental schools. Since this has be~n requested before, Pearl Tarnor, 
BJE Consultant to the Affiliations Committee, will be contacted concerning 
,the present status of this committee. 

b. Standards for libraries in Jewish schools will be established in 
joint discussions by representatives of the BJE, the Jewish Community Library, 
and AJLSC. 

c. The BJE should consider making budgetary allocations to include 
libraries and librarians in the allocations formula whereby the BJE subsidizes 
or makes certain monetary contributions to the schools. 

4. LIBRARY CONSULTANTS. In order to provide the community with gualified 
private library consultants, until such time as the BJE retains a library con
sultant on its staff, it was suggested that a list of qualified persons be available 
through the Personnel Department of the BJE. It was further recommended that a 
letter be sent from the BJE, co-signed by Dr. Benjamin Yapko, BJE Director, and 
Howard Gelberd, BJE Director of Personnel Services, to all schools informing them 
of the availability of private library consultants, specifying both their services 
and their qualifications. 

If there are any questions, comments, or suggestions concerning 'the above, 
please feel free to contact me. 

BEST WISHES FROM THE OFFICERS AND 
BOARD OF AJLSC TO ALL OUR MEMBERS 
FOR A JOYOUS PASSOVER HOLIDAY. 

--ADAIRE KLEIN, President of AJLSC 
   

  

RESOURCE FILES ON THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF LOS ANGELES. At the Feb 26 meeting, Hava 
Ben-Zvi distributed a list of names and phone nos. of occupants at Jewish Federation
Council Bldg, i.e. Jewish agencies and organizations. ADD THESE TO YOUR INFORMATION 
FILE--3x5 card file of Resources in Los Angeles. ALSO: Plan to walk through the JFC 
Building one day and collect free pamphlets and brochures from each office (take a 
shopping bag) ••• great material for your Vertical Files--information that is not 
readily available in books/magazines. (ABSENTEE MEMBERS: send self-addressed stamped 
(15¢) envelope for list: Hava Ben-Zvi, Jewish Comm. · tibr., 6506 Wilshire, L.A. 90048.) 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY: 

Change of Address: 
LOTTIE GOLDWASSER (same phone) 
434 s. Canon Dr., B.H. 90212 

.Welcome to new members: 
LINDA & STEPHEN SCHAFFZIN, Pa. 

(Editors of World Over mag.) 

ARTICLES & ORGANIZATIONS OF INTEREST 

Hannah Kuhn, Special Librarian at 
Brandeis Institute in Simibas sent 
some items of interest: 

~In 1959, USC was willed the private 
Lion Feuchtwanger Library, valued at 
$3 million; now Marta Feuchtwanger, 
widow of the famed German historical 
novelist has willed some $1 million 
to USC to build a Feuchtwanger Memo
rial Library on campus. The library 
is considered to be "one of the last 
great, comprehensive personal collec
tions by an intellectual ••• at the 
center of a remarkable group of Ger
man writers who fled from the Nazis 
to Southern California. 11 USC is now 
in a position to build a center for 
German literature of exile. (Excerpt 
from Library Journal) 

• Edelman, Lily. 11The changing world 
of Jewish publishing". Pub lis hers 
Weekly (Feb 12 1979): 63-64. 

• Kren, George M. "The literature 
of the Holocaust". Choice, 15 (Jan 
1979): 1479-90. (incl. bibliog.) 

eLauderdale, Beverly. "'I lift my 
lamp'--the story of Emma Lazarus". 
Graduate Woman (Mar/Apr 1979): 18-20. 

• THE POMEGRANATE GUILD of Judaic 
Needlework was organized in New York 

3 

in 1976 for purpose of disseminating 
information on Judaic embroidery, to 
provide a bulletin ••• show members 1 

works. Study groups are being formed 
outside of N.Y. Services for out-of
state members ($18/yr personal; $25 
institution) include quarterly bulle
tin (e.g. articles on HUC Skirball 
Museum, Museum of Jewish Diaspora at 
Univ. of Tel Aviv), and slide/lecture 
available for rent. For info to our 
members and our patrons: Pomegranate 
Guild of Judaic Needlework, 100 Waranoke 
Roarl. Manchester. Conn. 06040. 

MARCH 1 'j I 'j 

CAJE WORKSHOP DEFINED 

Rita Frischer (Librarian, Temple Ramat 
Zion, and Chairman of AJL Book Award 
Committee) isjpining Marjorie Gersh in 
the librarian presentation at the CAJE 
Conference on March 25 - 4:15-5:45 pm, 
entitled: 

IS TODAY'S FICTION TOMORROW'S 
FOLKLORE? VALUES CONCEPTS AS 
APPROACHED THROUGH BOOKS AND MEDIA. 
(Practical techniques in the teach
ing of values through filmstrips 
and literature--and fun for kids, 
too: (Adaptable to all grade levels) 
Motivational exercises, evaluative 
techniques, bibliography and media
graphy to take home with you. 

See February 1979 LIBRARY LIGHT {p.2) for 
details. ($5 members; $10 non-members; 
2-8:30 p.m. - includes kosher dinner. 
Temple Beth Hillel, North Hollywood. 
After dinner program: choice of Seder 
Board Game for up to 300 participants or 
films and discussion. Call 5.) 

NATIONAL AJL MEMBERSHIP 

Time to join or renew your member
ship in the Association of Jewish 
Libraries (national). For new li
braries, AJL offers a membership kit 
(free} with classification schemes, 
basic periodical list, standards, 
manual, and other items of great in
terest to beginning libraries and li
brarians. To renewing (and new) 
members goes the semi-annual AJL 
BULLETIN filled with news, reviews, 
ideas,and items of interest, feature 
articles; and the Proceedings of 
the past year's national convention 
(including workshop contents)--always 
of great value; and other materials. 

There are 2 divisions: Synagogue, 
School & Center Division, and Research 
and Special Library Division. Send 
membership dues to Mrs. Ruth Abelow, 
AJL Treasurer, 4585 N. Meridian Ave., 
Miami Beach, Fla. 33140. Annual dues: 

$15 for institution (both divisions) 
$15 for personal (both divisions) 
$10 for personal (one div. of choice) 
$5 for retired personal (one div.) 

Fiscal year is Jan 1 - Dec 31. 
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JUDAICA BOOKS HONORED 

--THE DEVIL IN VIENNA by Doris Orgel * 
received Honor Book Plaque for Fiction 
from Society of Children's Book Writers. 

--NEVER TO FORGET: THE JEWS OF THE 
HOLOCAUST by Milton Meltzer is one of 
10 books included in new ALA book list 
issued to honor International Year of 
the Child -- books promoting interna
tional understanding, concern for en
vironment, and human rights, Annotated 
list avail. from ALA/ALSC, 50 E, Huron 
St., Chicago Il 60611. 

--Assn, for Library Service to Child
ren of ALA included these Judaica books 
in its list of "Notable Children's 
Books of 1978": 

*Goffstein, M.B. FAMILY SCRAPBOOK. 
Farrar. 

*Goffstein, M.B. MY NOAH'S ARK, 
Harper, $6.49. 

Greenfield, Howard. PASSOVER. 
illus by Elaine Grove. Holt, $5.95, 

*Holman, Felice, THE MURDERER. 
Scribner, $7.95. 

*Orgel, Doris, THE DEVIL IN VIENNA, 
Dial, $7.95. 

*Zemach, Margot, SELF-PORTRAIT: 
MARGOT ZEMACH, Addison-Wesley, $7,95, 

(Note: * see reviews pp. 8-10), 
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--Nettie Frishman, LAPL (retired) 

LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to 
AJLSC members. Editor: Barbara Leff, 

 
 President: Adaire Klein,  

 
 . 

MARCH 1979 

TEACHING MATERIALS CONTEST BY UJ 

Librarians have been invited to parti
cipate in this first Teacher-Made In
structional Materials Contest, according 
to Dr, Ron Wolfson, .Director of Center 
for Innovative Jewish Education, at 
University of Judaism, Purpose of con
test:to encourage L.A. Jewish educators to 
share innovative ideas and materials 
for classroom use, 3 contest categories: 
Audiovisual Media; Individual Instruction; 
Group Instruction. Judged on "clearly 
stated learning objectives, originality 
and creativity, technical quality and 
aesthetic appeal, and provisions for 
evaluation of materials' effectiveness.'' 
Prizes: 22 ranging from $50 to $300, 
Deadline: April 15, 1979, 

For info: write CIJE, Univ. of Judaism, 
15600 Mulholland Dr., L.A., Ca. 90024, 

CHILDREN'S LITERATURE WORKSHOPS 

--"Kids and Books" - Mar 14 to May 16, 
12 noon-lpm, LAPL, 630 W. 5th St,, L.A. 
Children's Lit, Dept. Talks by special
ists on reading concerns, booklists. 
(Grant from Children's Book Council and 
United Calif, Bank)- No Charge, Bring 
brown bag lunch. Call 626-746l,Ext,261, 

--"Books and Storytelling for Young 
Children"--ways in which children's 
interest and curiosity can be utilized 
to motivate reading. Tues,eve, 6:30-9:30 pm 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 3300 Wilshire, 
L.A. - includes our own NETTIE FRISHMAN on 
"The Preschool Child" Mar 27. UCLA Exten
sion-$80 (EDP E2131B) 3 units, Mar.27-May. 29. -· 

QUOTATION MARK-ED 

Selected by Edith Wildman, Librarian, Temple Emanuel, Beverly Hills, Ca. 90211. 

SUBJECT: PASSOVER. 
or discussion ••• 

Do consider the following as leadin for talk or article 

"The idea that underlies the feast of Passover is noble and humane -
the idea of freedom." 

--Glickson, Moshe. Hebrew journalist and Zionist leader, 1878-1939. 
Cited in Reuben Alcalay, A basic encyclopedia of Jewish Proverbs, 
Quotations and Jewish Folk Wisdom (aka Words of the Wise), 
New York, Hartmore House, 1973. 

ALSO: scan your Haggadah for more,beautiful quotations--teachers need exact wording. 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS: ASSN. OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SO. CALIF. 
MEETING - FEBRUARY 26, 1979 - JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

The program at JCL was in two parts: First was a tour of the Martyrs Memorial 
facility, which shares the 12th floor with the Library; the second was a talk on 
the special collection of the Jewish Community Library. 

MARTYRS MEMORIAL -- A HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL CENTER 

Martyrs Memorial is a project of the Jewish Federation-Council of Greater Los 
Angeles (6505 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, Ca. 90048). Our hosts for the tour were 
Morton M. Silverman, Chairman of the Martyrs Memorial project; and Holocaust survivors, 
Irving Peters, Vice-Chairman, and Alex Schwartz, Chairman of the Monument Phase. 

Introduction: Martyrs Memorial was 15 years in the planning - considered the 
"first and only one of its kind in the whole Western hemisphere". The closest memorial 
is in Paris, France. Put together by a lot of dedicated people spending thousands of 
hours working on the details. 

Passage: Entry to the Holocaust memorial is through two simulated boxcars--joined 
by bumpers, with light shining from the slots behind the plexiglas sides. The purpose 
is to give visitors the feeling of what it was like to be one of the 150-200 victims, 
crowded into these infamous cattle car transports--with no provisions for food, water, 
or disposal of waste or the dead. On the sides of these simulated cars will be placed 
names of some of those who perished along with names of many of the 17,000 Jewish 
communities that totally disappeared during World War II. 

Crypt: From the Passage, we entered the crypt, shaped as a rotunda. On the 
marble floor are the names of the extermination camps; a marble sarcophagus located 
above a pit symbolizes a grave. Six Eternal Lights burn in memory of the 6,000,000 
Jews who died, above which is a yellow Star of David intertwined with rusty barbed 
wire, wifu the Ten Commandments on either side. Our hosts named the extermination 
camps, and singled out two to describe in depth: Auschwitz--the largest death factory in 
which one-half of our fellow Jews died, and Theresienstadt--the model camp that was 
set up by the Nazis with a facade to fool the public, including the Red Cross. 

Chapel: Seated in the Chapel, facing the Crypt, we listened to Mr. Schwartz, 
a survivor of the Warsaw ghetto uprising and Auschwitz, remind us that "Every Jew is 
a Survivor", because the Nazis planned to kill not only European Jews but all Jews-
including American Jews. He stressed that it is our obligation to tell ourown story-
to remember and to repeat--so that hate groups are not allowed to dominate again. 
He suggested we read again: I NEVER SAW ANOTHER BUTTERFLY, poems and drawings of 
children who died in Theresienstadt. 

Our hosts talked of theoften-asked question: Why didn't the Jews resist? 
The Jews truly believed they were being resettled in other areas because the alternative 
was impossible to believe. It was not until Jews escaped from Treblinka in January 
1943 and told the truth that the post cards received from loved ones in the camps were 
questioned and the uprisings began. The camp inmates were treated like animals; they 
were shifted around to disorient them; husbands and wives were separated; they were 
punished for staying alive; they were numbers--nothing more. We were told to encourage 
people ton:ad about it in our libraries, and to remember that a total of 11,000,000 
citizens were killed, including the 6,000,000 Jews. 

RELATING THE HOLOCAUST EXPERIENCE TO AMERICAN CHILDREN TODAY: Martyrs 
Memorial has been working with an outreach program to visit schools, and, nowthat 
the center is completed, to bring schools to the Memorial. The Council of Survivor 
Organizations has established a Speakers Bureau, and through their experiences they 

continued ••• 
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have evolved a method for reaching the children -- to "gain a child who knows the 
Holocaust, and, more important, a supporter of the cause to see to it that the Holo
caust will not be repeated". At first, they tried showing films to students, but 
found from the children's comments that instead of feeling closer to the issues, they 
looked at it as another murder story. Now, they feel that the best way is through 
talks by the survivors themselves, who are quickly able to establish rapport with 
youngsters, particularly if the survivor was young when experiencing the camps. The 
kids can relate and understand. ThE approach is through making them think about 
family relationships, issues of morality, day-to-day living, etc. The survivors 
are experienced in dealing with children, know how to answer the questions, so that 
the kids feel fine. Letters from kids reflect this, and not one complaint has been 
heard from a parent. The Memorial receives many letters as a result of visits to 
schools, some with drawings, or with statements like, "Everything was foggy in my 
mind until you came". After 3 hours at a school, Mr. Schwartz was invited to come 
again so they could karn some more. The PTA invited him to speak after the children 
had heard his story. (Mr. Silverman told of some of the Black children in Los Angeles 
who were able to identify with the Holocaust victims--who felt "it can happen here" 
to the Blacks--expressing their fear, concern, and vulnerability, as have other 
minority groups.) They need more Holocaust survivors to volunteer for this project. 

Display Rooms: All photographs in these rooms were taken by non-Jews, e.g. 
Germans, with the exception of the liberation photos. Therefore, credibility does 
not rest on the Jews. Photos were taken by .Germans who thought that they were going 
to win the war, and, therefore, needed photos to show the atrocities so they could 
rise higher in their rank in the Nazi Party. Photographs show the Nazi rise to 
power, meetings, burning of synagogues, degrading Jews (cutting forelocks and beards, 
making them do embarrassing things), kicking Jews, making them feel "subhuman", etc. 
Photo of women packed in Qe gas chambers, holding little babies and children--all 
naked--is particularly disquieting. Other photos in rooms showed Polish soldier 
shooting a mother who is protecting her child, self-destruction on barbed wire, etc. 

Art of the Holocaust display include many pieces of art in memorium -- an 
on-going revolving display. Some drawin~are by a Jewish woman who lives in Los 
Angeles--who at 16 was required by Dr. Mengele to make drawings while he was con
ducting his experiments. She redrew some of her drawings from memory. (Martyrs 
Memorial will not collect any items for display that are remains of any part of the 
human body, e.g. bars of soap, lampshades, bones, ashes -- they feel these must be buried.) 

There are other photos showing the liberation, including one taken by Mr. Silverman 
yearslater in Theresienstadt--60 porcelain sinks, snow white and clean as when the Red 
Cross visited there during the war--but ~ hooked up for use--which the Red Cross 
could not see from the doorway! 

Map: Another room contained a large wall map. By pressing a button for a 
particular camp, a red light shows its location on the map and an audio recording 
tells a short commentary on any one of the 14 concentration camps. We heard the 
commentary on Dachau, e.g. when the camp was established, who was sent there, what 
happened to the inmates, the liberation, and its existence today. 

Another audio recording gives an introduction to the Holocaust, including the 
factors that made the Holocaust possible: (1) Anti-Semitism (although many Christians, 
notably Danes and Dutch, risked their lives to help the Jews); (2) Elaborate 
deception by the Nazis; (3) Strong family ties of the Je\-.TS, their belief in hope, 
their disbelief in gas chambers; (4) Nazi efficiency, technology, and singleness 
of purpose; and (5) Apathy of the world • 

T.T- T~--,... __ ........ -------~-L--~ 
.(: ___ .. 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS -- FEBRUARY 26, 1979 (cont.) 

SOME SPECIAL COLLECTIONS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY, B.J.E. 
Hava Ben-Zvi, Head Librarian, J.C.L. 

Hava took our members on a tour of the new facilities of the Jewish Community 
Library, on the 12th floor of the Jewish Federation-Council Building. She pointed 
out some of the special collections that she thought would be of special in~est to us: 

1. DRAMA COLLECTION: Eternal Light radio scripts, developed in the 40's, SO's 
and 60's by the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, were written for adults but 
are easily adaptable for children. They have indexed the scripts under subjects such 
as Israel, Zionism, Holocaust, Holidays, America, etc.; and JTSA has given JCL written 
permission to reproduce them for class use ($1.00 each - approx. 9 pages)_ Hava stressed 
that playlets can be invaluable to add life to the classroom, encourage active partici
pation and involvement, and provide a research goal under the guise of writing in new 
roles. They also provide information on economic background, social-community relations, 
historical-political conditions of the times, feelings of people, daily living, etc. 
She encouraged us to notify our teachers of this valuable resource. 

2. ARCHIVES: The Jewish Community Library is the official agency for preserving 
documents pertaining to the history of the local Jewish community. They have many 
primary sources, including oral histories, to testify to the existence and the nature 
of Jewish life in this area, e.g. 

a. The 1938 article by Marco Newmark in Jewish Community Press about his 
family's life in 1850 when the Jews settled in the area. 

b. Guest book of The Concordia Club, beginning entry 1891, when Jews formed 
their own social club because of exclusion from already established clubs. 

c. Organizational records: Papers of Jewish Agricultural Society 1910; 
letters signed by Henrietta Szold when starting a Hadassah chapter in 1916; records 
of Zionist activity; histories of early organizations; minutes of orgs preceding J.F.C. 

d. Community's involvement in contributing arms, equipment, bandages, boots, 
helmets, stretchers to Israel upon establishment of the state in 1948, and the Arab 
attack thereafter--through oral history, requisitions, etc. 

e. Newspapers dating from early times including B'nai B'rith Messenger, 1898- • 
f. Recent studies, including Program held at Hdlywood Bowl - July 21, 1943 -

to protest the Holocaust and hold memorial services for 2,000,000 dead ••• in attendance 
were Earl Warren, Fletcher Bowron, Robert Nathan (poet) and others. 

Norton Stern, local historian, assists with this Archival Collection; however, 
other institutions throughout city have archival collections but no union list as yet. 

3, EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATOR'S COLLECTION: JCL has developed an educational 
library to assist administrators and teachers, e.g. school administration, teacher's 
in-service training, leadership, personnel problems, supervision. Some titles 
that may be of interest to your own faculty are: 

Bishop, L.J. Staff Development and Instructional Improvement. Allyn & Bacon, 1976. 
DeBruyn, R. L. Causing Others to Want Your Leadership. Robert L. DeBruyn & Assoc,l976. 
English, F. w. School Organization and Management. Charles A. Jones Publ., 1975. 
Gordon, T. T.E.T.-Teacher Effectiveness Training. Peter H. Wyden Publ., 1974. 
Handbook of Successful School Administration. Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1974. 
Hapgood, M., ed. SuEporting the Learning Teacher. Agathon Press, 1975. 
Harris, B. M., & Mcintyre, K.E. Personnel Administration in Education. Allyn & Bacon,l979, 
Herman, w. L. Principal's Guide to Teacher's Personnel Problems in Elem.Sch., Parker,l966. 
Hughes, L, W. The Elementary Principal's Handbook. Allyn & Bacon, 1978. 
O'Leary & O'Leary. Classroom Management, 2d ed. Pergamon Press, 1977. 
Ruben, Louis. The In-Service Education of Teachers. Allyn and Bacon, 1978. 
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SUPPLEMENT #9 - March 1979 
to 

BOOKS ON JEWISH THEMES 
an annotated list - August 1976 

MARCH 1979 

These are books acquired by Children's Services Division, Los Angeles Public Library. 
Compiled by Nettie Frishman, Consultant, Association of Jewish Libraries. 

FOR YOUNG READERS AND LISTENERS 

For Family Sharing: 

Goffstein, M. B. Family Scrapbook, Illus, by author, Farrar, cl978. unp. 
Gr. 2-4. $5.95. 

A child's eye view of 7 simple pleasures, e.g. a girl chooses her own birth
day gift; the whole family happily ride home in a new pickup truck, New Year's 
eve is celebrated together; and so is Yom Kippur. As with scrapbooks, each 
episode is fragile and fleeting, but all are linked by family togetherness, 
love and good humor. Simple little black and white drawings complement text. 
On ALA's Notable Children's booklist for 1978. 

Goffstein, M. B. My Noah's Ark. Illus. by author. Harper, cl978. unp. gr. 1-3. 
$6.49. 

A 90-year old woman recalls a lifetime of experience related to a Noah's Ark 
carved by her father when she was a child. After her marriage, she takes the 
ark to her new home, and, in time, shares it with her children. And "now 
that everyone is gone, the Ark holds their memories ••• and it warms me like 
sunshine". Feeling of continuity over the generations precisely and poetically 
expressed for children in this quiet little picture book with tiny black and 
white drawings to complement the text. On ALA's Notable Children's Booklist 1978. 

Lisowski, Gabriel, On the Little Hearth. I1lus. by author, Holt, cl978, unp, 
Gr. 2 and up. $5.95. 

An illustrated version of the popular Jewish lullaby, OIF'N PRIPITCHIK, created 
and sung during a time of threat and general unrest for the Jews of Eastern 
Europe. In the Jewish song, the Rabbi encourages the children to learn their 
ABCs - not only so that they can study the Torah, but so that it can serve as 
a source of strength in trying times. A perfect blend of pencil line drawings 
and text carry flavor of the time and has its message for today. Addenda 
includes English, phonic Yiddish, and Hebrew characters of the song, as well 
as the music. A little gem. 

FOR THE MIDDLE YEARS + 

Family Ways: 

Colman, Hila. Rachel's Legacy. Morrow, cl978. Gr, 6-9, 190p. $6,95. 
In the format of a flashback, the main body of this junior novel is the first 
person narrative of Rachel Ginsberg, who escapes from pogrom-ridden Russia to 
America with her widowed mother and two sisters in the early 1900s, A gutsy 
child, growing into a determined and independent young woman, Rachel breaks 
with the traditional Jewish role of wife and mother, and builds her experiences 
in garment factories into a prospering family business. She even chooses her 
own husband, much to her mother's disapproval. Essentially the story of a 
strong heroine figure- ahead of her time- but interwoven are strong values of 
family closeness, as well as the break from traditional customs by the younger 

continued ••• 
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generations. The immigrant Jewish ghetto in Lower East Side New York forms 
the background, and the rise of the garment industry, paralleled by the growth 
of the unions give added flavor of the period. Liberal use of Yiddish- without 
a glossary- could prove detracting to the reader. In the prologue and epilogue, 
Rachel's daughter, Ellie, now 17 years old, comes to learn that her mother's 
legacy was not the money she left, which has since been dissipated, but the 
example she set by her strength and determination. Herein lies, what I consider, 
a weakness and inconsistency in plot. Ellie rejects the right to an unexpected 
inheritance, legally hers ••• and she and her father live in poverty while other 
members are in comfortable circumstances. Where is the family loyalty? strength? 

Holman, Felice. The Murderer. Scribner, cl978. 151 pp. Gr. 6-9. $7.95. 
The pre-Bar Mitzvah year of Hershy Marks, a shopkeeper's son living in Ashlymine, 
Pennsylvania, a predominantly Polish coal mining town during the depths of the 
depression. Bright and curious, Hershy is forever wrestling with the absolutes: 
where do you go for justice? Are all Jews Christ-killers, as his prejudiced 
Polish schoolmates accuse, and does guilt-by-association justify that he be 
called 'A Murderer'? \~y can't everyone be of the same religion? And will 
his father survive the depression? and what about a man in Germany named 
Hitler calling all the Jews- the Enemy~ A new young Rabbi helps to answer 
some of the questions and gives Hershy a sense of being part of a long, strong 
chain by continuity, continuance and perpetuation of Judaic traditions. There 
are brighter moments as well: as when Hershy donates the piano lessons he 
hates to his younger brother, and almost wins a bedroom set for his mother by 
making a store window model laugh. There is a memorable scene when he discovers 
that he has been given the wrong passage of the Torah to memorize for his Bar 
Mitzvah only to be 'saved' by coming down with grippe~ Seasonally episodic in 
plot structure, an introspective novel pervaded by a strong sense of time, 
place, and cultural values. An appealing and engaging story of a bygone time: 
sometimes funny, sometimes tragic, ahvays thoughtful. 

Snyder, Carol. Ike and Mama and the Once a Year Suit. Illus. by Robinson, Coward, 
cl978. 47pp. Gr. 3-5. $5.95. 

Mama is an acknowledged clothing maven, and when it comes time for her son, 
Ike, to get his new once-a-year-suit, she takes along 12 other neighborhood 
boys, and wheedles the shopkeeper into 12 suits for $5 each, the 13th for Ike
free! A slight but amusing evocation of an ethnic yesterday, when, for survival, 
bargaining was a way of life andthe name of the game. Mama is shrewd and deter
mined, and the flavor of the Bronx in 1918 is captured as she maneuvers her 13 
boys on their shopping expedition. A vignette of social history that is authentic 
in spirit and style, and has story appeal as well. Has the flavor of the Sydney 
Taylor stories. First in a forthcoming series of stories about Ike and Mama. 

Biography: 

Zemach, Margot. Self-Portrait: Margot Zemach. Illus. by author. Addison-Wesley, 
cl978. 32pp. Gr. 4 and up. $7.95 

A unique auto-biography in which the Caldecott-Award winning artist, Margot 
Zemach, integrates factual highlights of her life with colorful illustrations 
depicting both the biographical events and scenes and characters from her own 
works. Text is sparse, but conveys her love of writing and drawing; but, un
fortunately, her illustrations are muted by inferior reproduction. Albeit there 
is no Jewish content here, Margot Zemach's stepfather was Benjamin Zemach, for many 
years closely associated with the Los Angeles Jewish Centers as Dance Director; 
she has illustrated many distinguished and award winning titles by Isaac Bashevis 
Singer, and wrote It Could Always Be Worse, a Jewish Folktale. As such, she de
serves her place in our Judaica collections. An ALA Notable Children's booklist 1978. 
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Holocaust: 

Orgel, Doris. The Devil in Vienna. Dial, cl978. 246pp. Gr. 6 and up. $7.98. 
A compelling novel of sustained friedship between two 13-year ,old girls: Jewish 
Inge Dornenwald and Liselotte Vessely, daughter of a high ranking official in 
the Nazi Party. The background is Vienna in 1937, when Nazi terrorism is making 
itself felt to the Jews of Austria and disrupting their lives. Separated when Lise-

lotte's family move to Germany, Inge begins her secret journal, her diary, and 
from her entries, and exchange of letters, emerges a revealing account of the 
horrifying events from November 1937 to March 1938 when the 'Devil in Vienna' 
('~he one with the brush moustache") arrives. Events move in rapid succession, 
and reactions come from the many characters involved: Inge's parents, her 
grandfather who senses the coming disaster and leaves for America, servants, 
schoolma~es and a once-trusted family servant who tries to blackmail the Dornen
walds. It is Liselotte's uncle, a priest, who is finally instrumental in 
affecting the family's escape. Based on the author's own experiences, the 
reader is swept into events with a sense of 'being there'. Warmly human, and 
with dramatic impact and characters that are well drawn and believable, the 
book should clarify the political events of a tragic era to the pre-adolescent. 
On ALA's Notable Children's Book List - 1978. 

BOOKS ''REJECTED''BY LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Kluger, Ruth, and Mann, Peggy. The Secret Ship. Doubleday, cl978. 136pp. Gr.6-9. $5.95. 
An episode from the author's original true story for adults: Last Escape: The Launching 
of the Largest Secret Rescue Movement of all Times - the transporting of thousands 
of European Jews to Palestine on the secret ship, Hilda, Novenber 1939 - two months 
after the start of World War II. An outraged author rewrites this horrifying episode 
in which she was the prime character. Unfortunately, the author's eagerness and 
intent in adapting this for a juvenile audience resulted in a poorly written book: 
short and choppy style and compromising text. 

-- LAPL reviewer. 
There is, of course, drama and tension in any such story, and this adaptation is 
intended for slow older readers, but the writing has notes of self aggrandisment and 
melodrama that lessen the impact of events. Had the authors let the events speak for 
themselves, the horror and urgency might have emerged more clearly. 

--Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
If the style here is unduly frenetic and melodramatic for any audience, the historical 
actuality of Kluger's desperate story soon compels involvement. Older, better 
readers should be steered to The Last Escape •••• 

--Virginia Kirkus 
This retains a compelling sense of the frustration, danger and horror present in the 
original adult treatment. The first person narrative follows Ruth Kluger's role in 
the smuggling of Jews from Europe to Palestine in the early days of World War II. 

--Booklist 
$6.95 

Zimmerman, Andrea. Yetta the Trickster. Illus. by Berson. Seabury, cl978. 48p. Gr.l-3/ 
Four short episodes in which Yetta, the village trickster, irritates, annoys and de
ceives her mother and the local villagers just for sport, but turns poor sport when 
the tables are turned on her. Writing style and language is laborious and stilted, 
and there is an obvious moral message in each episode. Yetta is a totally unlikeable 
child--outrightly dishonest--and her mischievous pranks have a streak of meanness. 

--LAPL reviewer • 
••• Yetta, a girl who enjoys practical jokes whether she is perpetrator or victim. 
The setting is Eastern European in once upon a tbne costumes, but situations are human, 
childlike and universal. Each story chapter is complete with its own backfired joke. 

--School Library Journal 
"The story isn't Jewish; the values aren't Jewish." 

--Hazel Karp and Rita Frischer, AJL Book Award Committee Members. 




