
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOl.l'rnERN CALIFORNIA JANUARY 1979 

Come to our next meeting ••• 

date: 

place: 

MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 1979 -- 9:30A.M. PROMPT to 12:45 P.M. 

Education Lab and Learning Center -- lower level (to start) 
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JIR, 32nd and Hoover,· Los Angeles (749-3424) 

(enter parking lot from Hoover, just north of 32nd Street) 

hostess: GRACE FRIEDMAN, Librarian, Adat Ari-El, North Hollywood. 

program: A NEW LOOK AT LEARNING AND COMMUNICATION ••• 

••• using multi-media --organizing components for integrated library program 
SARA S. LEE, Director of Learning Center 

••• using museum artifacts -- introduction to MUSE (Museum Utilization 
for Student Education, project funded by Natl. Endowment for Humanities) 
ISA ARON, Director of MUSE 

••• using archives -- microfilm collection, American Jewish Archives, 
and use of reader-printer for access to primary source materials 
HARVEY HOROWITZ, Librarian 

••• using slide collections -- HUC slide rental program for schools 
GLORIA BLUMENTHAL, Curator of Media Resources, Skirball Museum. 

~' special Skirball Museum visit. 

AS YOU CAN SEE OUR PROGRAM IS VERY FULL -- PLEASE ARRIVE ON TIME AT 9:30. GUESTS WEI.COME. 

Jan. 29 
Feb. 5 
Feb. 6 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 26 

June 17-20 

DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR 

AJLSC GENERAL MEETING - Hebrew Union College (see above) 
AJLSC BOARD MEETING - home of Marjorie Gersh - RSVP regrets 344-6096 
HUC Library course begins {see page 3) 
TU BISHVAT (see quotations page 3) 
C.A.J.E. M1ni-Conference (see page 2) 
AJLSC GENERAL MEETING - Jewish Community Library, JFC Bldg. - 9:30 AM 

Tour of new JCL facilities, and of adjacent MARTYR'S MEMORIAL. 
National convention - Assn. of Jewish Libraries - Cincinnati, Ohio. 

(investigate now the special airfare prices - some savings of $100!) 

LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJLSC members. · Editor: Barbara Leff, 
   President: Adaire Klein,    
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WESTERN C .. A. J. E. MINI -CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 12 

Last August; a nuni>er of A.JLSC men:bers attended the highly successful .Western 
Conference of the Coalition .for Alternatives in Jewish Education (CA.JE) at U.C.Irvine. 
All came away with great enthusiasm for the top-notch programming and the marvelous 
philosophy of "sharing" among Jewish educators. 

Because of CA.JE's desire to represent all educators, they invited Barbara Leff, 
Past-President of A.JLSC and Librarian at Stephen s. Wise Temple, to serve as a member 
of the "Mazkirut" (the Western CA.JE Council). Following the example of the human re
source data bank already established by CA.JE at Irvine, Barbara suggested and is now 
coordinator of an Educational Materials Clearinghouse of self-developed or self-made 
materials by teachers, administrators, and librarians in Jewish education. She also 
provides librarian input to the Mazkirut on CAJE programs and projects. 

As an example, Western CA.JE will hold a one-day MINI-CONFERENCE for Jewish teachers, 
administrators and librarians: 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1979 9:00AM to 5:00 PM 
Stephen s. Wise Temple, 15500 Stephen Wise Drive, West 
Registration: $5 CAJE members; $10 non-CAJE members. 
Send to: Western Region of CAJE, 8512 Whitworth Dr., 
DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 5. {bring dairy sack lunch; baby 

Los Angeles 
(CAJE annual dues $15) 

L.A.90035 - 213/659-0325. 
sitting $3.50 per day) 

Janice Alper, Education Director at Temple Beth Z.ion Sinai (and men:ber of A.JLSC) 
is Mini-Conference Coordinator, and she has planned workshops and mutual interest 
sessions, culminated by a program of "ruach" for community spirit. The key to the 
success of CA.JE are the workshop leaders, who have great creativity, a love of Jewish 
learning, and a desire to share. (CAJE is similar in feeling to our own A.JLSC.) 

Here's a preview of the programming at the Mini-Conference: VALUES THRU FICTION 
AND MEDIA TO DEAL WITH THE WHOLE CHILD--prese:rt:ed by MARJORIE GERSH, Day School Librn. at 
Stephen Wise Temple; PES~ THRU LITURGY AND HAGGADAH (Haggadah portion by Barbara Leff); 
HEBREW POETRY, Jewish Women, Purim, History, Drama in Classroom, Soviet and other Oppressed 
Jews -- all 1\ hr lehrhauses. 2\ hr modules deal with Chumash, Family Education, Hebrew 
texts, Israel, Life Cycle, Shoah, and Tefilla. 

CAJE members will receive pre-registration details. Others interested must contact 
the Western CAJE office (above) before Feb. 5 deadline. We urge you all to attend, not 
only to learn but also to experience the sharing among all Jewish educators. 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

WElCOME TO NEW MEMBER: 
MARYANN TIGERT, I.hry. Chmn. 
Temple Sholom·, 4426 W lOth Ave, 
Vancouver, Can. V6R 2H9. 

ADD RENEWALS TO THE DIRECTORY: 
FLORENCE BEER, Syracuse, New York 
IDA MARKS, Jewish Fed. Council,OrangeCo. 
SHIRLEY RUMACK, Milwaukee, Wise. 
TEMPLE SHAAREI TIKVAH, Arcadia, Ca. 

CORRECTIONS OR CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
ROSE SCHWARTZ {Adaire Klein's mother) 

   

NEWS OF LIBRARIANS AND LIBRARIES 

SHARON GOLDBERG serves as Library 
Assistant at Hebrew Union College, L.A., 
in charge of technical services, 

MAUREEN GEVIRTZ is new Day School Li
brarian at Valley Beth Shalom (as well 
as Librarian at Wilshire Blvd. Temple). 

MARJORIE GERSH is Librarian and Re
source Consultant for "Center for Inno
vative Jewish Education" at University 
of Judaism--to develop their learning 
and evaluation center. She continues 
to serve as Day School Librarian at 
Stephen s. Wise Temple. 
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LIBRARY COURSE ON NON-BOOK K~TERIALS GETS H.U.C. GO-AHEAD 

Interest in the librarian/teacher 
course offered by Hebrew Union Col-
lege is sufficient to make it a reality: 
Details are in the last issue of LIBRARY 
LIGHT (Nov. 1978, p.3)* Enrollment is 
still open ••• 

Title: HOW TO EXPAND YOUR BOOK ---COLLECTION INTO A MULTI-11EDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER -- INCLUDING 
OPTIONS FOR THE SMALLEST LIBRARY. 

Tuesdays, 10 AM to 12 noon 
February 6 to May 22, 1979 
2 units of credit (15 sessions) 

Place: Hebrew Union College-JIR, 
32nd & Hoover, L.A.90007; 749-3424 
in Educ. Lab and Learning Center 

~-Instruc~: Sara s. Lee, 
Barbara Leff, and Avi Engel. 

Cost: $5 regis.; $22.75 per unit; 
~TOTAL of $50.50, payable Feb. 

To register, write or call HUC Registrar. 
For information, contact Barbara Leff, 
3431. Castlewoods Pl, Shennan Oaks 91403 
--213/ 981-6920. 

(~: Sara and I have geared this 
course for librarians and Judaica 
materials. There will be handouts 
and "hands on"experiences; any assign
ments will be geared to needs of your 
specific library. No pre-requisites •. 
If you cant come - send a volunteer~ 
MANY TEHPLES ARE SUBSIDIZING THIS. BL) 

"QUOTATION ~1ARK-EDH 

The theme of NATURE is just as appropriate for TU-BISHVAT this year as it was last 
year. The quotations, of course, are different from those cited in the December 
1977 issue of LIBRARY LIGHT: 

My God I May there never be an end 
To the sand and the sea I To the \vhispering of the water 
To the glistening of the skies I To the prayer of man. 

--Eli, Eli by Hannah Szenes 

Trees grow upward; so should men. 
Trees with their green leaves and tenderly tinted blossoms, seek the light; 

so should men. --Joel Blau 

God revealed Himself in a bush to teach us that the loftiest may be found 
in the lmvliest. 

Nature creates nothing \vithout a purpose. 

Trees were created for Man 1 s companionship. 

The righteous shall fLourish. like the palm-tree; 
He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

--Eleazer Ben Arakh 

--Zabara 

--Genesis R. 

--Psalms 92:13 

For, lo, the ~vint.:~;:" is pc-:wt, the rain is over and gone; 
The flowers appear em the earth,; the time of the singing of birds is come; 
And the voice c•f the tu7ct1e is heard in our land. --Song of Solomon 2:10-12 

So important were trees to our 
When you besiege a city 

ancestors that we are warned in the Torah ••• 
a long time ••• you shall not destroy its trees. 

--Deuteronomy 20:19 

Selected by Edith l-7ildman, i,L1;~~a:r:ian, Temple Emanuel, Beverly Hills, CA 90211. 



CURRENT DATA ON ISRt~~L 

Overheard at .the last Association 
meeting: 

WHO IS THE CURRENT PRESIDENT OF 
ISRAEL? I can't find this infor
mation in any book; 

Unfortunately, because of the limited 
market, there are fe·w Judaiea books 
that are issued annually to supply 
this kind of information. The best 
sources are current magazines and 
newspapers. When you come across 
hard-to-find information, take a 
few minutes to xerox it, or write it 
on a 3x5 card. Your INFORMATION CARD 
FILE and your VERTICAL FILES can be 
your most valuable source fer info. 

A good source for brief information 
on Israel is the srrall paperback~ 
FACTS ABOUT ISRAEL (1977 is current 
edition), issued by Israel Information 
Centre and available at Israeli Con
sulate. Also, WORLD ALMANAC and other 
general almanacs keep current on data. 

To answer the above question~ 
YITZHAK NAVON has succeeded Ephraim 
Katzir in the largely ceremonial post 
as President of Israel. On Y~y 29, 
1978, h? was sworn in to serve a 5-yr 
term. Navon is a political disciple 
of the late David Ben-Gurion and is 
an outspoken Dove" The 57-year old 
author and amateur pla~vright is 
Israel's fifth president, first native
born Sabra president, and first Sephar-
dic Jew to become president (He 
traces his fawly of rabbis and Jewish 
authors to their beginnings in Jerusalem 
in the 17th century.) Navcm served as 
chairman of the Yillesset 1 s Foreign 
Affairs and Defensa Committee in the 
previous Labor Government; and, among 
his objectives, '(,;rill be an c>.ttempt to 
"mend relations" w:i.th Israel's 500,000 
Arabs. 

A Jewish Traveller's Guide to Brazil 
Varig Reserva.t tone c7 TJ'_.i;kc::t- Offices 
in U.S., Canada, and B 

601 W. 6th St., LA 

4 JANUARY 19 79 

AACR2 NOW AVAilABLE 

~lo-American Cataloging Rules, 2d 
edition, is now available from Order 
Dept. American Library Assn., 50 E Huron 
St, Chicago 60611 - $15 cloth, $10 paper. 
MCR2 is considered the international 
standard for cataloging of print and 
non-print materials. 2d edition replaces 
the original 1967 MCR and its supplements 
en monographs and audiovisual media. 

Hannah Kuhn, Special Librarian at 
Ih'and.eis Institute, points out one major 
d::_ffe::.'ence between AACRl and AACR2 

rary of Congress Cataloging Service 
Bulleti~, Fall 1978, #2, p.16): 

"In the rules fur Jewish scriptures, 
the Encyclopaedia Judaica is cited· 
aS an authority. (AACRl cited the 
Jewish Encyclopedia,)" 

Therefore, for decisions on names,(e.g. 
spelling and pseudonyms), terms, and 
definitions, EJ IS NOW THE AUTHORITY, 
and it appears to extend to all dEcisi.oos, e.g. 

EJ: "SHALOM (Sholem) ALEICHEM 
(Shalom Rabinovitz) 

JE: ",RAE INOVITZ, SHALOM (pseudonym, 
Shalom Alekem)" 

To conform to this new ruling, all 
entries for SHALOM ALEICHEM should be 
under S with a cross-reference from 
Rab:i.no;;itz. (Remember: "Aleichem" 

was NOT his last name--but rather part 
of Shalom--his pseudonym.) 

Another new rule is that tractate 
AVOT is now entered as a subdivision of 
MISHNAH, as any other part of the Mishnah 
(rather than entered independently as 
in AACRl). (i.e. "Mishnah. Avot.") 

AACR2 is complex for those not trained 
in cataloging. Small and medium libra
ries might v1ait for revisions of intro
ductory-type books, e.g. Wynar(due soon), 
Akers, or Piercy. We'll keep you posted. 

Jewish Life in Scandinavia 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines OR 
~ndinavian National Touti;t Offices 

3600 Wilshire Blvd., L.A.90010 

--Th-;:;s,;: ·: :Ldb:tts from Harvey Horowitz, Lbrn., H. U.C. 
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ELAZAR SCHEt{E REVISED 

The new revised edition of A Classi
fication System for Libra_ries of Judaica 
by David H. Elazar and Daniel J. Elazar 
is at the publishers. Order through 
_Turtledove Publishing, 44 Sharett St., 
Ramat-Gan, Israel; or locally--Jack 
Roth, Bookseller, 1070 s. LaCienega 
Blvd., L.A. 90035 - 213/655-9877 (or 
9427 W. Fico Blvd., LA 90035 after 2/1). 
{$15 for hardbound library edition) 

When in California last December, 
Dan Elzar called to say that the input 
from So. Calif. was very helpful in 
their revisions, and they appreciated 
our interest. Also, he indicated there 
were some new useful features. We'll 
give you more info when we see new ed. 

BOOK REVIEvJS 

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO L'CHAYIM 
RADIO KCSN-88.5 FM 

For the second year in a row, Mark 
Alyn, host of L'Chayim, has responded 
to Rita Frischer's request to feature 
JEWISH BOOK MONTH on his radio show. 
Recently, Rita and Marjorie Gersh and 
Jack Roth {bookseller) all were inter
viewed on the show, speaking about 
JBM and books. 

KCSN-88.5 FM serves the San Fernan
do Valley in Los Angeles, and 10 AM 
i::o 12 noon on Sundays is when programs 
of Jewish music and community affairs 
are broadcast. On Feb. 4, L 'Chayim 
will celebrate its 7th year of ser
vice to the Jewish Community with 5 
hours of programming, beginning lOAM. 

Goldreich, Gloria. Leah's Journey. Harcourt Brace Jovanovitch, 1978. 
LaZebnick, Edith. Such a Life. William Morrow, 1978. 
Plain, Belva. Evergreen. Delacorte Press, 1978. 

R:ce~tly, a numb~r of novels have appeared, written by Jewish women, recounting 
the 1mm1grant exper1ence and, in general, the life experiences of Jews in the 20th 
century. Of these, two have some surprising similarities, particularly a» compared 
with a non-fiction--an autobiography. 

In the three books named above, the protagonist is a woman. Each is a family 
saga dealing with love, courtship, children, and ill-fated family members as they 
live and grow from the early 1900's to our time. Each opens with a pogrom, some 
form of violence done to the Jews in the "old country".. After struggles and con
flicts, each woman follows her dream to come to America. 

SUCH A LIFE is a warm and charming remembrance of Jewish family life in pre-Revo
lutionary Russia. It rings with absolute authenticity as Mrs. LaZebnick describes 
loving and living in the gentile society of the time. She concludes her autobiography 
as she makes up her mind to leave her family and go to America. 

LEAH 1 S JOURNEY and EVERGREEN are fiction and very similar. Each starts with a 
pogrom which precipitates the heroine's departure for New York. The struggle of 
life on the Lower East Side, in Brooklyn and Coney Island, is nicely described in 
EVERGREEN. LEAH'S JOUP~EY has an extensive and energetic section dealing with the 
Labor movement in the women's garment industry, which is a highlight of the novel. 
Wealth and comfort comes to the families in each of these books through hard work, 
and they move Uptown, and then out of town. 

Curiously, many of the plot mechanisms in these two novels are the same. In 
each, a beloved son marries a problematic girl an~ in each, the girl dies. A sojourn 
in Israel becomes an important part of each book and, in eac~someone is caught in an 
Arab attack. And, finally, in each story, the heroine, beloved wife and mother, 
has an extramarital affai:t':, However, there are no strident feminist tones in these 
books, and they are basical old-fashioned family sagas--for light, popular reading. 

--Renee Hurewitz, Librarian, Temple Isaiah. 
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PROORAM HIGHLIGHTS - AJLSC MEETING NOVEMBER 1978 
STEPHEN S. WISE TEMPLE LIBRARY 

"I didn't knc~? that chicken soup was Jewish" 
with PHYLLIS ROSE EISENBERG, author of A MITZVAH IS SOMETHING SPECIAL 

From her Catholic friend, Phyllis Rose Eisenberg gleaned her own personal meaning 
e£ being Jewish--something she knew little about.. He said, "Jewish is a way of being ••• 
it's a sort of warm informality and a zest that many people take for granted ••• it means 
truly caring for people and showing it6 ... you know, like chicken soup." After thinking 
this through, Phyllis realized that she had been Jewish for a long time. "I've always 
made chicken soup, but it never contained chicken or carrots, or onions or parsley. 
I always prepared it with paper and pen, sending notes of love and encouragement to 
those who needed to know that someone cared ••• the kind of soup that I would have 
wanted to receive when my soul was hungry for it.," 

Mrs. Eisenberg had little Jewish background or experience; both parents worked, 
and subsequently divorced. She had few friends because her family moved so often. 
Part of her younger years were spent in an anti-semitic neighborhood in Chicago where 
what little she knew about being Jewish ~vas suppressed totally. For these and other 
reasons, Phyllis grew up "alone, lost, and in a terrible dark fog ••• that only perm:Ltted 
sunshine to drift through occasionallyo" 

Her writing comes from a great need for expression. She started with long letters 
to friends as an adolescent, and eontinues to this day in a journal "talking through 
pen to the different parts of myself ••• letting my pen touch the lightest traces of 
pictures in my mind ••• remembering people and places and conversations ••• and holding 
on to them by letting them go on paper. 11 She writes because "I want to share my 
sameness, my uniqueness, my humaneness ••• doing so widens my joy ••• it gives me perspective 
and insight, and often helps me to make sense out of confusion. Occasionally, it 
gives me the sweet privilege of almost understanding the lives of others." 

Mrs. Eisenberg has discovered that the characters in her stories are also ways of 
reaching herself. A MITZVAH IS SOMETHING SPECIAL was triggered by her son, at 15, who 
said that he had the best of both worlds in his grandmothers. Having missed this ex
perience ~s a child, Phyllis felt the need, many years later, to become a little 
girl, like Lisa, who did in fact have them. Interestingly, she did not understand that 
need when she wrote the story about the universal message of love and differences. In 
her desire to promote the concept of "mitzvah", she used the...-ord in her title. 

Although being Jewish was not important earlier in her life, she thinks now that 
she "will always write about Jewish people because that is what I am. I am Jewish and 
I am joyous, and I have all of this chicken soup in my soul and in my pen." 

"A MITZVAH IS SOMETHING SPECIAL" -- AS A BASIS FOR DISCUSSION 
by Renee Hurewitz, Librarian. Temple Isaiah, W.L.A. 

This story works wonderfully as a springboard for discussion with 4th and 5th graders, 
on the subjects of mitzvah, love, grandparents, family relations, etc. Here are details: 

1. Present book to class; read title. Ask if anyone knows what a "mitzvah" is. 
Continue: "Listen and you ·.;,rill hear how Lisa, in this book, found out what a mitzvah is". 

2. Read book and show pictures. Ask again, "What is a mitzvah?" "What is the 
mitzvah in this story?" "What did Lisa actually do for her grandmothers?" 

3. Then ask children about their own grandmothers and grandfathers. How many have 
two grandmothers living? Are they different? Who has a grandmother like Grandma Esther? 
Like Grandma Dorrie? Or--a combination of both? Kids will volunteer a lot of information. 
You may get into a discussion of how grandparents show their love,e.g. gift giving. 

4. Conclude by asking if they~ve ever thought of doing a mitzvah for their grand
parents, and what that might -~~e,,.. • 

(See ~}.~3; Nettie Frishman's book review on page 10) 
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JEWISH BOOK ltlNTH 1978 -- AS CELEBRATED BY AJLSC MEMBERS 

Our readers have sent in the following brief synopses of Jewish Book Month activities. 
Perhaps you might get an idea for next year! 

HAVA BEN-ZVI, Jewish Conmunity Ibry. 
Free community lecture with speaker 

Robert Alter on "The American Jewish 
Literary Scene", sponsored by JCL Friends •. 

Dedication of the new quarters of 
the Jewish COIIIIIUility Library on 12th fl. 

MALKA DRUCKER, Akiba Academy 
Two-day book fair with selection 

of latest children's books from 
local book store (paperbacks and 
family books), Torah Toys, Hanukkah 
fun books. 

Author, Ruth Bornstein (Little 
Gorilla} spoke with day school grades 
3-6 about her work. 

RITA FRISCHER, Temple Ramat Zion 
Temple issued a special book month 

edition of bulletin--included column 
and sheet of reviews. 

Adult Education sponsored Howard 
Kaplan, author of Chopin Express. 

Library linked with TRZ "Chai" 
Anniversary celebration: Reading 
Program "Get 'Chai' on Books" (see 
Nov 1978 LIBRARY LIGHT) and Read-A
Thou; Bookmark contest; Book Month 
Shabbat featured New Artef Players 
(followins Services) presenting 

''Playgrounds" emphasizing Jewish iden
tity and books as paths to historical 
knowledge; large display in Gallery 
of "Get 'chai' on heroes"--with pic
tures of Jewish heroes on construction 
paper balloons on wall, string linked 
balloon and display book on table. 

Also, Rita spoke at local Jewish 
Center on children's books, and at 
nearby Temple on image of Jewish 
women in American literature. 

NETTIE FRISHMAN, L.A.Public Library 
Major exhibit in large showcase in 

main rotunda at downtown LAPL--arti
facts on loan by AJLSC menbers. 

Memo to all branches to write to 
Jewish Book Council for posters and 
to plan displays. 

Loan of talent of artist and a col
lection specialist to prepare new 
cover forJBM booklet and update Jewish 
book list from last year) whi.ch AJLSC 
reproduced. Distributed booklet to 
each branch. 

MARJORIE GERSH, Stephen Wise Day School 
Presented Jewish Book Council poster 

to each class during library visit; 
with ceremony, class affixed to own 
bulletin board. 

Used newspaper announcements from 
secular and Judaic papers dealing with 
I. B. Singer's winning of Nobel Prize 
and universality of writing (Gr. 3-4). 
Display of Singer books and booktalks. 

SHARON GOLDBERG, Hebrew Union College 
Major bulletin board display of 

Jewish Book Council poster surrounded 
by jackets and flyleaves of current 
books, mounted on construction paper, 
and linked by yarn. 

Ran used book sale in conjunction 
with weeding collection ($1 first day, 
50¢ per book thereafter). 

RENEE HUREWITZ, Temple Isaiah 
Special Shabbat Service, featuring 

book review of Tin Soldiers on a 
Jerusalem Beach. 

Prepared and distributed book lists 
of new books in library, and works 
of I. B. Singer. Book display. 

On-going children's reading program. 

CECELIA LAPIDUS, Sinai Temple 
Major Book Fair of new books. School 

assemblies honored book month followed 
by visits to Book Fair by classes and 
parents. Used books also. Lunch avail. 

Arthur Kurzweil spoke on "Genealogy" 
to upper grades and young adult groups. 

Special Shabbat Service- Rabbi's 
sermon was review of 10 current books; 
open house in library after Services; 
emphasis on I. B. Singer works# & booklist. 

Howard Kaplan, author,to review his 
CHOPIN EXPRESS in Library on January 25. 

BARBARA LEFF, Stephen s. Wise Temple 
Special Shabbat Service--library 

staff invited to sit on Bemah. Sermon 
on Golda Meir; open house in library 
after Services featuring I. B. Singer, 
Golda Meir (in memoriam), and new books. 

"Wise Women" events: Luncheon featuring 
libra~ books as centerpieces to decorate 
tables; Rabbi Max Vorspan spoke on his 

continued •• , •• 
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(continued) 

A History of Jews in·Los Angeles; Dr. 
· Sidney Adler on "Major Themes in Fic

tion of Isaac.Bashevis Singer"; also 
Rabbi and wife gave weekly course on 
popular Jewish fiction, e.g. Members 
of the Tribe, Evergreen, Leah's Jour-

- ney, Shosha, War & Remembrance, etc. 

NAOMI MARBLESTONE, Temple Judea 
Prepared annual book review sheet 

(with Connie Salper, Lbry. Chmn.): 
Library info, hours, 3 long critical 
reviews (Rachel the Rabbi's Wife, 
The Guest House, New York Jew, and 3 
short reviews. Distributed to cong. 

Article in Temple bulletin on ser
ving congregation, with particular 
emphasis on senior citizens. 

Annual book reporting contest and 
book mark contest (See March 1978 
LIBRARY LIGHT)e Bulletin board re
cords kid's reading progress (cut-out 
paper yarmulkes with child's name on 
it, a star for each additional book) 
and book plate in book of their choice 
for every 10 books reported on. Prize 
of book to be given to winners in 
2 categories (K-3, 4-6) for best de
sign of bookmark or poster in January. 

Annual book review by Rabbi to 
sisterhood luncheon. 

ROSE SHURMAN, Stephen Wise Hebr/Rel.Sch. 
Special program in library for all 

classes featuring sound filmstrip of 
either I. B. Singer biography or one 
of IBS folktales. 

Exhibit of new children's books and 
IBS children's books. 

DOROTHY STEINER, Temple Akiba. 
Book display in library. 
Special book display in foyer on 

evening of Rabbi's speach. 
ALSO, book displays in several 

books stores in Culver City and the 
neighboring communities. 

ALSO, Dorothy served as liaison to 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
Distributed booklet prepared by LAPL 
and AJLSC. 

Culver City Public Librar~. Book
talks on "recent books, fiction and 
non-fiction, reflecting Jewish life 
and lore", e.g. Shosha, Such a Life, 
Leah 1 s Journey. Children 1 s a~tivities 

included: Story time of Jewish folk
tales; also film program: ZLATEH 

· TilE GOAT, and THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE. 
Special film program: AMERICA,THE 
HUDDLED MASSES from Alistair Cooke 
American series; and LEGACY OF ANNE 
FRANK. 

EDITH WILDMAN, Temple Emanuel, B .H. 
Articles in bi-weekly and monthly 

Temple publications and in weekly 
"Teacher's Bulletin". 

Displays in library and in foyer 
of Sanctuary Building. 

Audiovisual presentation of film
strip cassette recording of Isaac 
Bashevis Singer biography--for groups 
and individuals. 

Fundraising through articles and 
flyers. 

Posters of Jewish Book Council 
displayed. 

Talks about Jewish Book Month to 
classes and to individuals. 

AND ••• FROM OUR FORMER LOS ANGELES 
RESIDENT WHO RETURNED HOME TO TORONTO 
CANADA, ELAYNE FREEMAN 

Toronto had a major Jewish Book Fair 
sponsored by many Jewish organizations, 
each sponsoring a different event over 
a period of 9 days, e.g. special exhi
bits, art, literature, drama, song, 
and guest speakers of the calibre of 
Robert Gordis, Chaim Potok,,Frank Ger
vasi, Ruth Gruber, Ruth Wisse, Arthur 
Hertzberg. (Their 1977 speakers 
included Irving Howe, Lucy s. Dawidowicz, 
Chaim Grade, Howard Blum, Sharon Strass
feld). Also they had puppet shows and 
sing-a-longs for children. Thousands of 
books were on display for purchase. 

NOTE TO AJLSC MEMBERS: Have these 

ideas triggered any thoughts for 

you--for next year?? NOW is the 

time to think about it, and begin 

planning Jewish Book Month for 1979! 
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SUPPLEMENT f/:8 - January 1979 
to 

BOOKS ON JEWISH THEMES 
an annotated list - August 1976 

JANUARY 1979 

These are books acquired by Children's Services Division, Los Angeles Public 
Library. Compiled by Nettie Frishman, Consultant, Association of Jewish Libraries. 

FOR YOUNG READERS AND LISTENERS 
Holiday Stories: 

Hirsh, Marilyn. Potato Pancakes all around: a Hannukah tale. illus. by author. 
Bonim Books (Hebrew Publ. Co), 1978. Gr. kdgn-3. $6.95. unpaged. 

As Grandma Yetta and Grandma Sophie argue over the recipe for potato 
latkes, a peddlar resolves the conflict by sho~ing them how to make the 
traditional Hanukkah food from a crust of bread. Utilizing the familiar 
'Stone Soup'.theme, the author has written an original tale in the East 
European folk genre that should prove popular holiday fare. Full of humor 
and warmth, a story at last for younger children which is appealing and 
full of the flavor that says 'tradition'. Included at the end is the 
peddlar's recipe for potato pancakes and the story of ~anukkah. Buoyant 
illustrations in golden tones complement text. Language and concept simpler 
than the Shulevitz version of the Shalom Aleichem Hanukah Money. 

(Rabinowitz) Shalom Aleichem. Hanukah Money. 
and Elizabeth Shub. Illus. by Uri Shulevitz. 
Gr. kdgn-3. $6.95. 30p. 

Tr. and adapted by Uri Shulevitz 
Morrow/Greenwillow Press. 1978. 

An adaptation for children of Shalom Aleichem's classic and timeless 
story, simultaneously painting an atmospheric piece of East European shtetl 
life with the universal theme of holiday anticipation. The young narrator 
and his younger brother, Motl, happily watch the holiday preparations at 
home with "IJanukah gelt" specifically in mind, which they duly collectifrom 
their father and assorted uncles. Interwoven are the beloved customs of a 
favorite holiday; the traditional eating of potato pancakes, the special 
prayers,lighting the IJanukah lamp, chanting a popular nonsense verse. Dis
tinguished illustrations in color (albeit muted) by a Caldecott Award Winner 
complement an eminently readable and tellable tale. 

Folktale: 

Bornstein, Ruth. The Dancing Man. Illustrated by author. Seabury, 1978. 
unpaged. $6.95. Gr. 1-3. 

Long ago, in an East European village by the Baltic Sea, a young boy, 
watching the grace of nature itself, dreams of dancing around the world; 
and his secret with is fulfilled when an old itinerant dancing man gives 
him his pair of silver dancing shoes. And so it becomes Joseph's turn to 
glide from town to town, dancing to bring joy and courage, health, and 
renewed hope to everyone he meets. And when "Joseph's bones grew old with 
time", he gifted his shoes to another boy, that he may continue to bring 
joy to others. Combining poetic language with luminous drawings in black 
and white, an imaginative story of a life and the perpetuation of a legacy. 

FOR THE MIDDLE YEARS 
Fiction: 

Cohen, Barbara. R My Name is Rosie. Lothrop, Lee, 1978. 188p. $6.95. Gr.S & up. 
10-year old Rosie Gold, just under 11 in 1949, has a lot of problems. She's 
fat and friendless, and neither her older brother or sister, or widowed 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT 10 JANUARY 1979 

~eeper mother, give her the attention she needs. Hating the real world 
of school and home, she retreats into a fairy tale world invented with the 
help of her friend, the bartender; and creates 'The Land of Three Roses', 
a story in which she is the captive Princess Rosalie. The two stories run 
side by side, the.real and the imagined, interrupting one another, but never 
interlocking; each revealing her dreams and feelings. An interesting experi
ment in writing, with chapters on the 'real' introduced by awell-known 'rose' 
verses, and the 'imaginative' bordered in a leafy pattern. Both stories spin 
out to happy endings, which illuninate Rosie's growing ability to cope with 
her life. Slight references are made to the ethnic background: Rosie's aunt 
observes Christmas instead of Hannukah, her brother Dan has been called, 'a 
dirty Jew', and theWhole family is more conscious of being Jewish because of 
Hitler and the war. Rosie's sensitivity to human needs comes through in 
both her real and imagined lives: in the former, she is the only one who 
befriends a distraught boarder when her beloved dog dies; in the latter, 
she sacrifices her freedom to save the lives of underserving subjects. For 
imaginative reader. 

Eisenberg, Phyllis Rose. A Mitzvah is something special. Illus. by Susan Jeschke. 
Harper, 1978. 30p. $6.95. Gr. 3-4. 

Lisa's two grandmothers were very different, but each very special to her.· 
Grandma Esther called her Bubaleh, could make strudel and quilts, and loved 
to share family stories. Grandma Dorrie called her Cookie Pie, had two 
wigs, could play the flute and was lots of fun. Gleaning the best of two 
worlds from their common affection, each teaching her something of mitzvahs, 
and kindness and the value of love, Lisa feels that she has achieved a 
mitzvah when she invites both of them over to babysit with her. Lively and 
witty pencil sketches add depth and dimension. For 1st & 3d generation sharing. 

Bible Lands 

Asimov, Isaac. Animals of the Bible. Illus. by Howard Berelson. Doubleday, 1978. 
unpaged. $6.95. Gr. S-7. 

A few lines of definition and Biblical placement about 50 of the animals 
~entioned in the King James Bible. Asimov makes a point of differentiating 
in any case when there is a possibility of doubt between the original name 
of the animal and that used by the King James' translators, e.g. "Hippo
mentioned in the Bible as Behemoth" or "Onyx, really an antelope". Haphazard 
arrangement, neither alphabetical nor with the inclusion of an index, makes 
for difficulty as a ready reference tool. However, scholarly approach, and 
informative text, complemented by illustrations that carry a sense of design 
and artistic imagination make the animals of the Bible come alive. 

FOR YOUNG ADULTS ONLY 
Fiction: 

Greene, Bette. Morning is a Long Time Coming. Dial, 1978. 245pp. $7.95. Gr. J/SHS 

In this sequel to the award winning Summer of my German Soldier, Patty 
Bergen travels to Europe, 6 years after the tragic aftermath of having 
helped a German prisoner of war, in search of the dead soldier's mother. 
Using the $1000 graduation gift from her grandparents, ear-marked for college, 
she defies her alienated parents and sails to Europe. Her saddistic father 
says Kaddish for her. In Paris, she falls in love, and lives with a young 
Frenchman; but, intent on her mtssion, leaves him to travel to Germany, only 
to find that Anton 1 s mother has died. She returns to Paris, and her lover, 
Roger. The love affair is treated with delicacy and a sense of romance~ 
her reflections are ~onvincin~ and characterizations have depth. Readers 
of the first title w~,_ll welcome this sequel, but book can stand alone as a 
compelling first person narrative about love, and human relationships and 
the loosening of f; ···ilial bonds. Definitely young adult fare. 




