
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FEBRUARY 1979 

Dear Friends, 

We have noticed a change in our community--Judaica librarians are becoming 
recognized and our members are beginning to work more hours. This is very good 
news and speaks well for Judaica librarianship in our community. 

To accomodate this scheduling change, our Board has agreed unanimously to plan 
more evening meetings, beginning in March (to start promptly and adjourn early). 
Of course, our schedule is greatly dependent upon program and availability of 
host/hostess -- but we will do our best to concentrate on evening meetings. 
We look forward to seeing more of you, and enjoying your participation in AJLSC. 

--ADAIRE KLEIN, President of AJLSC. 

Come to our next meeting ••• 

date: 

place: 

hostess: 

program: 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1979 -- 9:30A.M. 

JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY of the Bureau of Jewish Education, JF-C 
12th floor - Jewish Federation Building 
6505 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles 90048 (213/852-1234) 

HAVA BEN-ZVI, Librarian, Jewish Community Library 

UTILIZING THE RESOURCES AT THE JEWISH FEDERATION COUNCIL BLDG. 

---Jewish Community Library: Tour of its new facilities and a 
closer look at its collection, with an emphasis on 
"Creative Dramatics for the Classroom" - source materials & use. 

---Martyr's Memorial: Tour of this new Holocaust memorial center, 
and how to utilize it as a resource for synagogue/school libraries. 

---Jewish Federation-Council: Human resources and information 
resources on the Jewish community -- how to translate it into 
your information file and vertical file materials. 

Guests are always welcome. 

DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR 

Feb. 25 - CAJE Mini-Conference - postponed from 2/12 - (see page 2) 
Feb. 26 - AJLSC GENERAL MEETING - Jewish Community Library (see above) 
Mar. 5 - AJLSC BOARD MEETING- evening - 7:15P.M. PROMPTLY- Home of Betty Zand. 

1 R.S.V.P. 652-5514.(regrets only) 
Mar. 13 - PURIM 
Mar. 26 - AJLSC GENERAL MEETING -(tentative) 
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CAJE MINI-CONFERENCE NOW MAR.25 

The mini-Conference of Western Coa
lition for Alternatives in Jewish Edu
cation was rescheduled from February 12 
to Sunday, MARCH 25, as announced at 
last general meeting of AJLSC. Time 
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and location: 2-8 pm - Temple Beth 
Hillel, 12326 Riverside Dr., North Holly
wood, Ca. 91607. 

Marjorie Gersh will _lead one work
shop for librarians, and AJLSC merrbers 
will serve as facilitators for "dinner 
and share" time with those interested 
in libraries. Evelyn Friede, Librarian 
at Beth Hillel, has offered to keep 
the library open during the afternoon; 
she and other AJLSC members will be 
available to answer questions and give 
library tours, and discuss the fine 
collection of books in the library 
with CAJE participants from throughout 
the Western region. 

Contact CAJE office for more info: 
8512 Whitworth Dr, LA 90035 (213/659-0325) 

REMINDER TO THOSE LOOKING FOR 
NEW POSITIONS IN LIBRARIANSHIP 
IN JEWISH EDUCATION -- OR THOSE 
SEEKING LIBRARIANS ••• 

Contact Bureau of Jewish Education-
Howard Gelberd, Personnel Department. 
6505 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, Ca. 
90048 -- 213/852-1234. 

TU BISHVAT BOOKLET FROM JCL 

All of our members should have 
received a Tu Bishvat Booklet (green 
cover), compiled by Hava Ben-Zvi, 
Librarian, Jewish Community Library, 
The booklet is a compilation of stories 
and ideas from World Over and other 
sources--a useful tool when planning 
Tu Bishvat programming. If you have 
not received a copy, call or write 
Hava at 6505 Wilshire Blvd., Los 
Angeles, Ca. 90048 - 213/852-1234. 
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SALARY SCHEDULES TO BE SET 

In response to our phone calls, 
Howard Gelberd, Head of Personnel 
Dept. at Bureau of Jewish Education, 
will be meeting with AJLSC reps on 
March 5 to set Bureau-recommended 
salary schedules for Judaica librarian/ 
teachers. Sydney Greenberg, formerly 
with the Bureau, discussed this with 
our membership last year, along with 
the Code, Our recommendations regarding 
salary were that librarians earn com~ 
parable to teachers with similar 
education and experience. Howard is 
continuing Syd's work, and we hope to 
have definite guidelines very soon. 

In the meantime, if you are nego
tiating your contract and need an 
answer sooner, we suggest you contact 
Mr. Gelberd directly  

LIBRARY RATES 

Here's a clarification from Hannah 
Kuhn, Special Librarian, Brandeis 
Institute, as reported in Special Li
braries, 11/78, v. 69, no. 11: 

The latest Senate version of HR 7700, 
the Postal Service Amendments Act of 
1978, allows all non-profit libraries 
to return books to a publisher or dis
tributor at the library rate. Addi
tional material, including catalogs of 
books, reading guides, maps, and other 
interpretative materials also may be 
sent at the library rate. 

(Ed. note: Library rate refers to 
mailings of packages to or from a col
lege, school or library. Current rate: 
14¢ for 1st lb.; 5¢ ea. additional lb. 
to 7 lb.; 4¢ per lb. after_ 7 lbs.) 

HEBREW/YIDDISH TRANSLATOR NEEDED 

Beverly Hills Pub lie Library needs 
a volunteer to transliterate title 
pages on some Hebrew and Yiddish 
books, Please call Mr. Samuel Skopp, 

9. 
--Lottie Goldwasser, 

Lbrn., Temple Beth Am 
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New SYDNEY TAYLOR book award 

National AJL, at its midwinter 
meeting in January, has announced a 
new special "body-of-work" award -
to be named the SYDNEY TAYLOR AWARD-
to acknowledge the high standard of 
excellence set by Mrs. Taylor, parti
cularly in her "ALL-OF-A-KIND FAMILY" 
series. The award will be presented 
posthumously to Sydney Taylor at the 
AJL Convention in June in Cincinnati. 

This award became a reality 
through the idea of Nettie Frishman 
and. the efforts of Rita Frischer, 
Chairman of the national Book Award 
Committee. (By the way, the minutes 
of AJL midwinter meeting reflected 
that Rita and her committee were com
mended on the highly professional 
performance of their duties. Some of 
us have served on this committee in 
the past, and know that to do the job 
in a responsible manner, being in 
constant communication with a committee 
throughout the country, requires a lot 
of hard work and caring. Rita and 
Nettie approached the job with the 
same enthusiasm and expertise as 
they did our Jewish Book Month project 
in 1977 and are making quite an impact 
on the national organization.) 

NEW AJA POSTERS 

Two new posters have been added to 
the multi-color series on the American 
Jewish experience, issued by American 
Jewish Archives (as noted in AJA ll/78) 
The subject is "American Jews in Medi
cine" -- one is on Dr. Abraham Flexner 
(1866-1959) who was instrumental in 
improviD~ medicaleducation; the other 
is Dr. Abraham Jacobi (1830-1919), con
sidered the "Father of American pedia
trics". 

Posters are available, without 
charge, to schools, libraries, congre
gations and organizations; charge to 
individuals is $2 ea. They are an 
excellent addition to every library 
or teachers center. Write: Ms. Susan 
Mabo, American Jewish Archives, 3101 
Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220. 
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STARTING BIOGRAPHY FILES 

Did you do a special program/exhi
bit on Isaac Bashevis Singer during 
Jewish Book Month, or when he won 
the Nobel Prize for Literature re
cently? If so, what did you do with 
the materials you used for research 
on IBS? 

Hannah Kuhn at Brandeis Institute 
started a biographical file on Singer 
to be placed in vertical files. She 
included articles from Encyclopedia 
Judaica {listed under "Bashevis Singer? 
the recent article from-AJLSC LIBRARY 
LIGHT and one from AJL BULLETIN, and 
the two articles with pictures from 
JUDAICA BOOK NEWS (Fall/Winter 1978). 

This is a wonderful idea--to create 
files on personalities currently in 
the news--for future needs in research, 
or as a basis for exhibits, displays 
and/or program materials. 

r HARE LICK & ROTH MOVES: ~ 
J. ROTH, Bookseller J 
9427 W. Pico Blvd. (ea.of Beverly Dr) 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90035 
(213) 557-1848 

M-Th 9-6, F 9-4, Su 10-5 

Jack has been a merrber of AJLSC many yrs. 
We wish him "mazel" and great success I 
in his new location. 

USE T'rliS FOR YOUR NEXT REPORT 
TO YOUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

" ••• project the library not as a. 
place but as a function; the libra
rians as professionals who carry with 
them wherever they go their ability 
to listen, to diagnose, to prescribe-
like doctors, rather than like pharma
cists who must stand behind their row 
of pills and bottles simply to supply 
exactly what has been asked for. 11 

--Virginia Matthews, Libraries 
for Today and Tomorrow (N.Y., 
Doubleday, 1976), p. 161. 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY: 
Welcome to RALPH SIMON, Cleveland,O. 

LINDA WALERSTEIN, Mexico 
Change of phone: DOROTHY SCHROEDER 93l.-57i38 

ELAZAR REVISION DELAYED 

We just received word from Jack Roth, 
Bookseller, that the revised edition 
of the Elazar Classification Scheme, 
expected in January 1979, will not be 
published for another 6 months. 

TALE OF A.CONSCIENTIOUS BORROWER 

Naomi Marblestone at Temple Judea 
tells the story of the Senior Citizen's 
group that meets at Judea regularly 
and are heavy users of the library 
(thanks to Naomi's personal reader's 
advisory service). One day, the 
toastmistress of the group was rushed 
to the hospital for heart surgery. 
While enroute, she remembered her li
brary books and became greatly con
cerned that they might become overdue: 
A frien:l came to the rescue and returned 
the books to the library--on time~ 
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JUDAICA BOOK !:-."EWS 

For our new members: JUDAICA BOOK 
NEWS, is a semi-annual publication on 
books of Jewish interest. It is the 
only publication that lists new and 
forthcoming Judaica with annotations, 
publisher, and price --in hard cover, 
paperback, and books for young readers; 
they also include some teachers' mater
ials and games. 3-4 line annotations 
are descriptive, not evaluative, but 
give enough to judge subject content. 

In addition, they have book reviews 
and literary criticism, biographies, 
articles, interviews with authors, and 
photographic essays (b&w•-of quality 
reproduction suitable for picture files). 
The Fall/Winter 1978 issue was 95 pages 
and included more than 40 ads from pub
lishers to keep you current with what's 
new. 

Locally, Jack Roth carries individual 
copies; or you can write directly to 
Book News 1 Inc., 303 W. lOth St •. New 
York, N.Y. 10014.($2 ea.; $4/yr): 

"QUOTATION MARK-ED" 

Selected by Edith Wildman, Librarian, Temple Emanuel, Beverly Hills, Ca. 90211. 

lihen is a People Chosen? 

A people is chosen not because of any racial superiority; there is no 
such thing. All men are the children of Adam; all are created in God's 
image--Jew and Gentile, Hebrew, Ethiopian, Philistine or Aramaean. 

A people is chosen when it has the will to live in a way which would 
express God's spirit on earth. A people is chosen when it measures its 
growth by moral and spiritual and not by material and geographic standards. 
A people is chosen when it is held together by spirit and not by might. 
A people is chosen when its highest ideal is not to get as much as possible 
from the world but to contribute of its best to the world, when it endeavors 
to live as the "Servant of the Lord--a blessing unto the nations." 

Israel did not always live up to this position. But is a historical fact 
that Israel, of all the peoples, always considered itself a candidate for 
such a position. Hhen one is a candidate, one is often elected; when one 
is not a candidate, one can hardly be elected. 

--David Aron~wn, "The Jewish Way of Life", 

Source: A Modern Treasury of Jewish Thoughts, compiled and edited by Sidney Greenberg. 
New York, Thomas Yoseloff, 1960 - page 438. 
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HAVING FUN IITTH FOLKTALES 

We overheard Renee Hurewitz (Librarian, Temple Isaiah) talking about a very 
successful and enthusiastic comparative folktale session she conducted in the 
library recently. He asked her to write us an article, detailing everything she 
could possible include--for our members who are not as experienced in working with 
students. Here's the result---a great lesson ••• 

Sources: 

A One-Hour Unit on FOLKTALES - Using 4 or 5 versions of the same story-
with 5th graders -- but adaptable to other grade levels as well. 

by Renee Hurewitz 

Ausubel, Nathan. THE TREASURY OF JEWISH FOLKLORE. Crown, 1948. "It could 
always be worse", pages 69-70. 

Hirsh, Narily:p. COULD ANYTHING BE \vORSE? Holiday House, 1974. 
Prose, Francine. STORIES FROH OUR LIVING PAST. Behrman House, 1974. "The Over

crowded house", pages 50-53, 
TOO MDCH NOISE (an out-of-print paperback from Scholastic Books, in case you 

have access to it) 
Zemach, Margot. IT COULD ALWAYS BE \vORSE. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1976. 

Lesson: 

1. Begin lesson with introductory comments, e.g. "Today, we're going to make 
a survey on folktales, and you will all take part in it". Ask class what they 
know about folktales, and point out the following 3 basic characteristics -- writing 
them on the blackboard: 

a. A folktale is an old story made up a long time ago
1

and we don't know 
its author. (unlike a book by Judy Blume or Marilyn Sachs) It has been told over 
and over again, through generations. (Who might tell such a story?) As it has 
been retold, the details have changed, and our survey \vill see how tales have changed. 

b. A folktale is not exactly a true story, but it might have happened. A 
folktale has a lot of real facts in it, and it tells us about the people and their 
lives. 

c. A folktale has a moral or message that it tries to illustrate, and that 
may be why it has been around so long. (Discuss this point too) 

2. Explain to class that they are going to read 4 (or 5) versions of the same 
folktale -- all are short and fun to read. They will need to read carefully and 
see how many changes they can find from one folktale to the next. 

3. Plan 20-25 minutes for the following: Pass out the books, as many copies 
of each thocyou may have. They can share books and trade them as they finish. Ask 
everyone to read at least 2 versions of the story. (Ausubel's version is only about 
one page long and so most should get a chance to read that.) As soon as the kids 
see that the story really is short, fun, and easy to read, they will warm to the task. 

4. In the meantime, while students are reading, prepare a chart or grid on the 
blackboard. (see next page). 

5. Next, it is time for discussion. "Now we are ready to take our survey about 
how the story changes in each telling." Let kids supply all pertinent data for chart. 
Here are some of the points for comparison of folktales: 

continued •. , .. 
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a. What is title of each story? (Write in each box on chart., and compare.) 
b. ifuat are copyright dates of each book? (Point out that we don't know 

how old the story really is - our versions have been ivritten over a 30-year period.) 
c. Hho is the main character or protagonist in each story? 
d. h'ho does he go to? and r,.;hy? hlhat does rabbi tell him to do? (This varies) 
e. Who are the other characters in the story and ivhat other details should 

go on our chart? (HoH many children? Which animals? How many relatives? Try to 
put as many details en the survey chart as possible.) 

I Ausubel Hirsh Prose I Zemach I I 

Title 
Copyright Date I I 
Hain character .. ) 
\fuo gives advice? I 
\<ibat advice? 
How many children? 
Hoiv many relatives? ) 
\.Jhich animals? { 

etc., etc. - - - -
6. Other points of interest for discussion: 

a. Point out that twoci the versions are contained in anthologies, and 
tw·o are in single story books with illustrations. Do a quick comparison of the 
illustrations in the Hirsh and Zemach books. (Each picture. book is a way that 
one person uses her creative imagination to visualize the story. The books differ 
in several ways: one showsthe whole village while the other only the house; one 
shows tremendous details and is great to enjoy individually or with small groups, 
while the other has much larger pictures and can be enjoyed and viewed easily by a 
class.) 

b. Compare the way the stories are written. 
type of dialogue that children anticipate in advance 
reader; otherssimply tell a good story.) 

(e.g. Hirsh has a repetitive 
and can respond with the 

c. Show ho1.r the illustrations help to describe how the people lived, what 
they wore, etc., in that period of time. 

d. \.Jhat does the story tell us? (It tells us that the people were poor 
and had to live together without much space. We learn that it was the habit of the 
people to go to the rabbi with problems, and that no matter what he said it was 
followed, without question.) Discuss the rabbi's logic. (Ausubel, on page 68, 
describes this as applying Talmudic logic to perplexing human problems in order to 
find comrnon sense answers. He writes, "By viewing trouble relatively and from the 
perspective of the totality of all troubles, it loses some of its alarming character.) 

e. Finally, ask them briefly <,.;hat the moral of the tale means. In Stories 
from our Living Past, the moral is expounded in the table of contents, but the kids 
lvill have their mm interpretations. and ideas, e.g. "Be happy with what you've got". 

Ed. Note: Renee's folktale comparison lesson can easily be applied to other similar 
tolktales, e.g. those that Cecelia Lapidus (Librarian, Sinai Temple) m~nt ioned in 
her article for the ~lay 1976 AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT, i.e. THE R.:\BBI AW THENTY-NINE 
WITCHES by Harilyn Hirsh (Holiday House, 1976); "The Witches of As cal on" in LET'S 
STEAL THE NOON by Blanche Luria. Sewer; "The Hitches of Ascalon" in A TREASURY OF 
JEHISil FOLKLORE by Nathan Ausub el (Crown, 1948); in LEGE~IDS OF PALESTINE by Zev 
Vilnay (Jewish Public. Society, 1932); and from the AGADA in the TA~illD. 
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"CURRENT CONTENTS IN JUDAICA" 
OR: HOW TO IMPROVISE WHILE WAITING FOR THE NEW INDEX TO JEWISH PERIODICALS ••• 

Access to current articles by subject in Jewish periodicals is one of the major 
problems in a Jewish library. When your rabbi or teacher says, "I need the latest 
information on ••• " -- what do you do (besides panic)? You know that Index to Jewish 
Periodicals is anexcellent source--but has a one-year time lag; Reader's Guide ••• 
in public libraries doesn't cover Judaica very well, nor does Index to Religious 
Periodical Literature (by American Theological Library Assn). "Articles of Interest 
in Current Periodicals" covers only subjects of interest to American Jewish Committee, 
which limits its use in our own libraries. SO, WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?? 

At our library, we have improvised by preparing our own access tool. Our idea 
is fashioned after Current Contents, a current awareness publication of the Institute 
for Scientific Information in the behavioral, educational and social sciences ••• 

We xerox tables of contents of Jewish periodicals, and file them in a 
notebook. We also circulate an extra xerox to our Temple staff to 
help keep them aware of current articles of interest. 

This system is not as good as an index, but it is better than nothing--and certainly 
easier than searching stacks of periodicals (some of which may be in circulation) 
and then having to refile them all! By flipping through the xeroxes, we are generally 
fairly successful in finding what we need, with minimum time and effort. BUT, WE 
RECOGNIZE SERIOUS LIMITATIONS TO THIS SYSTEM: Many periodicals don't have tables of 
contents (e.g. newspapers), and titles of articles as listed in the table of contents 
can be misleading, vague, ambiguous, and incomplete. 

For those who may wish to duplicate this procedure, here are the details: 

1. As subscription copies arrive (or donations), xerox 2 copies of the Table 
of Contents of each periodical. Place an "X" on front cover corner to indicate "xeroxed". 

a. One copy is filed behind monthly tab guide in our looseleaf notebook, 
called CURRENT CONTENTS IN JUDAICA. Because of emphasis on currency, file first by 
issue date, and then alphabetically by title, within each month. 

b. Second copy is saved on our library bulletin board (for library staff to 
review). Then, every few days, staple together whatever you have and circulate to 
Rabbis and Department Heads who need to know "what's new". Never allow more than 4-5 
xeroxes to accumulate at a time because the less the staff has to read, the faster 
they circulate--so that all will see it within a week while still current! Those who 
want ·to see original article should simply write a note to library. (We used to cir
culate periodicals, but found them piling up on desks--unread. The staff likes this 
system much better--and we keep our periodicals on shelves for patrons.) 

2. When the new Index to Jewish Periodicals arrives, we simply remove all tables 
of contents from our CURRENT CONTENTS IN JUDAICA notebook covering the 6-month period 
in the Index. 

a. Those indexed by IJP can be thrown away or filed with back issues of 
peri <Xi icals. 

b. Those not indexed in IJP can be arranged alphabetically by title, placed 
in separate notebooks 1:vith tab guides, and shelved beside IJP and our CURRENT CONTENTS 
IN JUDAICA--providing access to periodicals that have no indexing system. 

3. To make coverage even more comprehensive, get staff to 
of periodicals that they get personally but library does not, 
indicating location of non-library materials. 

xerox tables of contents 
Keep these xeroxes too, 

--Barbara Leff, Librarian, Stephen s. Wise Temple 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS AJLSC MEETING -- JANUARY 29, 1979 -- 9 AM 
HEBREH UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

Our program theme at HUC was to explore their facilities as a community resource 
for our libraries, and to take a ~~W LOOK AT LEARNING AND COMMUNICATION ••• 

SARA S. LEE, Director of Tartak Learning Center, H.U.C,-JIR 

"From humble beginnings something wonderful can happen," This is how Sara Lee 
describes the HUC Tartak Learning Center, which began in Dec 1975 as the second 
Jewish Teacher's Center in the u.s., and was recently endowed and dedicated, Sara's 
comments about how to start a Center can serve as a model for all of us in developing 
a teacher's resource area in our own institutions, "You must be clever, devious, 
creative, and persistent" to develop a Center without beginning funds ••• 

1. Gather all the "teachers' materials" into the learning center, 
2. Clean out cabinets and closets throughout institution -- you'll find all 

kinds of materials and equipment that can become part of the center. 
3, Write publishers and send for anything and everything that is free, 
4. Gather together people who care, faculty and volunteers, to build and paint 

and set up the physical plant; utilize inexpensive cardboard carpentry for some areas, 
5, Encourage achers and students to share materials and ideas fur vertical files, 
6, Investigate work-study grants; follow-up contacts for small gifts/donations. 
7. Generate interest, gain attention, and work hard toward satisfying the needs 

within your community. 

The Center is organized according to the following guidelines: 
1, Cataloged according to LC to correspond with HUC Library collection. 
2. Divided into areas according to kind and size of media, e.g. books, periodi

cals, Hebrew materials, maps/posters, games, vertical files (curricula, lesson plans, 
pamphlets, teacher-developed materials), filmstrips,films, video cassettes, audio 
cassettes, "What's new11 display, thematic collection of all media in a pinna (corner, 
e.g. holidays), hands-on area with miscellaneous tools and materials for creating 
own classroom materials, master's papers, transparencies, "free-bees11 for visitors,etc. 

Sara demonstrated to us the use of multi-media,. i,e. how to organize components 
on the same subject for use in the classroom or as a library program: 

She showed a number of different modalities on the subject of JERUSALEM -- a 
sound&ide show that was created by a master's student at HUC; a teacher-made map 
game; "Beneath these Stones" from UAHC; a large map for study; a poster of an 
artist's rendition of Jerusalem; overlay transparencies of the history of Jerusalem, 
She explained that the seeds for mediated projects are books, and that one of the 
goals of the Center is to help teachers/librarians translate a subject into various 
modalities for use in the school environment. 

Sara also shared a variety of media for use on Purim. 

Community Services is an important concept of the Tartak Learning Center. 
Anything in the Center may be borrowed--including equipment (projectors,etc,) by 
anyone in the community who can demonstrate the know-how to operate equipment (and 
they will teach you too!). Loan period varies depending upon demand at that time. 
Sara extended an open invitation to all AJLSC Members,. and to schools, to come to 
the Center, and use it as an extension of their own facility. 

ISA ARON, Coordinator of the MUSE Program 

MUSE (Museum Utilization for Student Education) is a specially funded 3-year 
program to H.U.C. by the National Endowment for the Humanities, initiated in July 
1977. Its purpose is to utilize the Skirball Museum as an educational entity, with 

continued •••••• 



AJLSC LIBRARY LIGHT -9- FEBRUARY 1979 

an outreach program to public and private schools in the Lo::> Angeles area, directed 
toward grade 5-9. Their program is so popular that they are turning away schools, 
during the developmental stages of the program at this time. The emphasis of the 
MUSE program is on the culture of the Hebrew/Jewish people from ancient times to 
the present, with a multi-cultural direction on how cultures of all people are 
similar and different. 

The program has two goals: One is to bring students into the Skirball Museum 
to interact with the museum, e.g. a simulated "archaed.ogical dig" where the children 
learn techniques, a Five Sense Show on the Jewish festivals (See below). The 
other goal is to produce kits of 10 lessons each on different exhibits of Jewish 
history--using museum artifacts and replicas--all of which must be exciting and 
self-explanatory. Half the kits will be on archaeology and the Bible; the other half 
will be on immigration and the American-Jewish experience. The purpose of all the 
programs is to motivate learning and understanding. 

SKIRBALL MUSEUM 

Skirball Museum at Hebrew Union College, has a number of very interesting 
exhibits, with a beautiful use of limited space. We saw paintings, their excellent 
on-going exhibit "Walk Through Jewish History", and the special exhibit of the 
paintings, sculpture and graphics of Peter Krasnow. 

Of particular interest was a new, separate room called "THE FIVE SENSE SHOW" 
described by Isa Aron. There are about 50 items on display of all kinds of cere
monial objects, divided into 5 sections, depicting the 5 senses of touch, sound, 
taste, sight, and smell. Amongst the mezuzah, Torah ceremonial objects, and festival 
items of beautiful design are an embroidered work to touch, bells to ring, food to 
taste, lamps and Mizra~ to see, and spices to smell. We enjoyed the experience! 

GLORIA BLUMENTHAL, Curator of Media ·Resources, Skirball Museum 

The Slide Library of Skirball Museum is housed on the lower level of Hebrew 
Union College, and now has holdings of approximately 10,000 slides (one-half of 
their goal). The objects on display in the Museum at any one time represent only 
about 10-20% of the collection, plus on-loan items. The Slide Library contain 
photographs of the entire collection as well as all items displ~yed through loans, 
and other collections, including photographs from pictorial works. 

Gloria explained that the Slide Library is an outreach program of the Museum. 
Slides have been used by the HUC Staff, by students, by educators, by movie makers 
for production designs and documentaries, etc. All slides are available for loan~ 
they have only one of each--there are no duplicates in the collection. 

They ar~ still in the process of cataloging the slide collection, which is 
filed in narrow trays, that are labeled according to category, e.g. Archaeology; Cere
monial Art; Jewish Costume; Magic and Superstition; Architecture; Lower East 
Side of New York; Americana; Eastern Europe (big city and shtetl); Falasha; Israel; 
Jewish Artists; Rituals; Israeli Art; Slides of each Temporary Exhibit; Special 
Subjects. A card, slightly taller than the slides, is placed in front of a group 
of slides to serve as a subject guide. They are filed first by subject category, 
then by subcategory, place of origin and date. This basic information is also 
written on each slide, and whether the slide is of the real object or a photograph. 
For example, items like HAGGADAH, SPICE BOXES, and SABBATH LAMPS are subheadings 
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under the category of CEREMONIAL ART; the subject of the four sons can be found 
in Haggadot of different countries, and in various periods of history; and some 
phctngraphic essay books are reproduced onto the slide format as is the custom in 
many slide libraries. The slide library maintains accession lists, and the slides 
are identified by accession number. They have no card catalog as yet, but do pro
vide for cross references within the collection itself. 

Gloria and her staff have been trying to put together a packet or kit for 
teachers on particular subjects of interest, that could make up an interesting 
slide show for students. They also offer to anyone the services of a photographer 
on any project of interest, providing you do all the research and the Museum gets 
to keep the slides for its collection. 

To borrow slides from 
to see a slide librarian. 
a $10 refundable deposit. 
can be flexible for longer 
the materials of the Slide 

the library, follow this procedure: Make an appointment 
Fill out application form and pay the $2 rental fee and 
Generally, slides can be borrowed for 2 weeks but they 
projects. AJLSC members and schools are invited to use 
Library at any time. 

HARVEY HOROWITZ, Librarian, H.U.C.-JIR 

Harvey introduced us to a relatively new section of the Library, known as the 
Joseph H. Rosenberg AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES collection. AJA is one of several 
archival groups in the United States dedicated to preserving Jewish history. Dr. 
Jacob Marcus started American Jewish Archives motivated by his concern over 
the tremendous loss of archival materials in Europe during World War II and the Holo
caust. He has accumulated millions of documents concerning the history of the Jews 
in the Western Hemisphere inAJA's main center on the HUC campus in Cincinnati, with 
microform collections in the other HUC branches in New York, Jerusale~and Los Angeles. 

The Los Angeles collection has approximately 3000 reels of film now, with a con
centration on Western Jewish history. The microfilm records primary source materials 
of documents, memoirs, letters, minutes, periodicals, photographs, etc. Harvey had 
set up the 4 microfilm readers to exhibit a page from the Hebrew Weekly Gleaner 1857, 
letter to Stephen s. Wise from Alexander Kohut 1928, minutes of Eureka Benevolent 
Society 1909, and a newspaper of 1868. He also demonstrated the use of the reader
printer machine (25¢/copy). 

Acc~ss to t~e microfilm collection is through the Manuscript Catalog of Ameri-
can ~ew~sh ~rch~ves (2 ~olumes + 2 supplements), divided into 3 categories: Biography, 
Spec~al Top~cs and Inst~tutions, and Geography. To locate a particular document, 
find the entry in the Manuscript Catalog, check the HUC-LA card catalog to see if 
it is in the local collection, then ask at the library desk for the reel by number. 
Generally, the material on the reel is arranged chronologically, which is helpful 
since there is no index to the exact location of the document within the reel. 

When the Los Angeles files are complete, a long-term project because of cost 
and time, American Jewish Archives will print and distribute a brochure to publi
cize its existence in the Los Angeles area. In the meantime, anyone is welc~me 
to visit the library and use the microfilm files--for research and for pleasure. 

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO SARA LEE FOR ARRANGING THIS EXCELLENT PROGRAM, 
AND TO THE STAFF OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE FOR-PRESENTING IT 
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