
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFO~IA 

AssQciation of Jewish Libraries of Southern California 

cordially invites you to attend a luncheon 

honoring 

our "Dean of Jewish Librarians" 

on the occasion of her retirement 

Monday, May 22, 1978 

11:30 a.m. o'clock 

 
     

at the (Kosher) Home of JoAnn Lesser 

Guest Speaker: R.s.·v.P. 
Dr. William Cutter, Dean 
School of Education, HUC-JIR 

$5.00 per person 
Reservations Necessary 

Please return reservation by May 15, 1978, to: 
Helen Silberman, Chwnn1., AJLSC Luncheon Comm. 

 
For information call:  

MAY 1978 
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Dear Friends, 
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"A woman of valor, who can find; 
for her price is far above pearls." 

These words of King Solomon (Proverbs 31:10) are a most appropriate 
description of DOROTHY SCHROEDER, our guest of honor at our annual 
luncheon on May 22. 

As the "dean of Judaica librarians" in our community, Dorothy has 
been teacher and counselor--friend and colleague to our entire membership. 
She has inspired us to strive for the impossible ••• taught us the tools 
of professionalism ••• guided our steps when the road became rough. 

The recognition and stature of the libraries and librarians in our 
community, and in communities throughout the country, today stand as a 
tribute to the efforts, dedication, devotion and service of this "woman 
of valor." 

I know that all of you will try to join us when we publicly say, "Thank 
you, Dorothy" from the bottom of our hearts. 

DUES INCREASE UNAVOIDABLE 

At our April meeting, Rose Shurman, 
AJLSC Treasurer, presented the 1978-79 
budget, which clearly showed that 
spiraling costs necessitated raising 
our dues in order to maintain a balanced 
budget for Association services to its 
members. After considerable discussion, 
the members present reluctantly voted 
to increase dues to $10 annually (a . 
trend affecting all organizations). 

Copies of the approved budget for 
next year are available upon request 
from Rose. Renewal forms will be sent 
out next month for fiscal year, begin
ning July 1, 1978. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Shalom, 

ADAIRE KLEIN, President, AJLSC 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER: 

WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE LIBRARY 
3663 Wilshire Blvd., L.A. 90010 
388-2401 

Lbrn. MAUREEN GEVIRTZ  
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 

BETTY SHEFFNER  
 

GRACE FRIEDMAN  
  .,  

May 22 -AJLSC LAST 
June 11 -Shavuot 

GENERAL MEETING FOR SCHOOL YEAR - Luncheon to honor Dorothy Schroeder 

18-21-AJL NATIONAL CONVENTION - San Francisco - see page 3. 
June or July -AJLSC Board Meeting - date and place to be announced. 
Aug. 21 -BJE Summer Institute for educators - first week; second week 

27-31 -CAJE Western Conference at Irvine campus for educators -
at CAJE Conference. 
see page 5. 
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13th annual convention of ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES 
June 18-21, 1978 San Francisco, Ca. 

With the national AJL Convention "practically in our back yard 11 (at least closer 
than in past years), we thought we'd give a rundown of the tentative program, etc., 
for our members -- to encourage those of you who are not national menbers to "'head north" 
and become a part of an exciting four days with our colleagues throughout the country: 

Sun, June 18 - 1:00pm Registration, S.F. Hilton Hotel, San Francisco; executive 
meetings in afternoon, exhibits. 

Mon., June 19 
Workshops: 

Tues.,June 20 
Workshops: 

Wed., June 21 

7-9 pm Mixer - exhibit tables, coffee, no host bar, Bay Area authors 
invited (including authors of juvenile books) 

Children's Literature -Marcia Posner, Ibm., Queens College, N.Y. 
Cataloging - panel discussion with Dr. Leonard Gold, Chief, Jewish 

Division, New York Public Library; Rabbi Theodore Wiener, Judaica 
Cataloguer, Subject Cataloging Div., Library of Congress; and Herbert 
Zafren, Director of Libraries & Prof. of Jewish Bibliography, HUC-JIR, 
Cincinnat-i. 

Plus other workshops, bus tour of some Jewish history areas of S.F.; eve.free. 

Development of relationship betw. BJE & AJLSC (Certif.,Wkshp,Code)--by AJLSC. 
Problem Clinic for SSC Division members -Mae Weine, Lbrn., Michigan, Coord. 
Hebrew Manuscripts - Dr. Menachem Schmelzer, Lbrn., JTSA, N.Y. 
Bus tour to Berkeley; tour of Judah L. Magnes Memorial Museum, Jewish 

Museum of the West (2 libraries & 2 floors of changing & permanent 
exhibits of Jewish art and artifacts); tour of UC Berkeley. 

Evening - Mildred Kurland Banquet. Guest speaker: Dr. Wm. Brinner, 
Professor of Near Eastern Studies, UC Berkeley. 

Divisional meetings, general meeting, national business of interest to all. 
Luncheon and introduction of new officers. 

******** 
Fee Schedule: Regist. $30 (incl. Sunday mixer, Mon.bus & Kosher box lunch; Tues.bus & tour) 

Wednesday luncheon $10. (cottage cheese and fruit, etc.) 
Mildred Kurland Banquet - Tues. eve. - $15. 
Regist. by individual days $15 (Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday) 

Pre-registration deadline - JUNE 1, 1978. Mail registration and check to: 
AJL CONVENTION, C/O WESTERN JEWISH HISTORY CENTER, 2911 RUSSELL ST., BERKELEY,CA.94705. 

Convention Hotel: San Francisco Hilton Hotel & Tower, Mason & O'Farrell St., S.F. 94102, 
(phone 415/771-1400) - free parking subject to availability. 

Single $34-63; double $46-75; Twin $46-75. (room priorities by May 18). 

********* 
ARE YOU PLANNING TO ATTEND? WANT MORE INFORMATION? WANT COMPANY ON PLANE OR BY CAR 
OR AT THE HOTEL? Please let us know. There are a couple of members who may drive 
if they find company to share driving and costs. Plane fare is $56.20 (round trip from 
LAX,, incl. tax). Transportation by Airport Limousine Service between S.F. Airport 
and bus depot adjacent to Hilton Hotel is $1.40 one-way. 

LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE GOING, OR IF YOU WANT COMPANY, OR NEED MORE INFORMATION. 
Call or write: Grace Friedman,  

Dorothy Steiner, ) 
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UPDATE: CODE OF PERSONNEL PRACTICE 
AND SALARY STRUCTURE 

At the meeting of April 10, there 
was more input on the Code of Per
sonnel Practice for librarians with 
our guest from the Bureau, Sydney 
Greenberg. Then, Mr. Greenberg pre
sented a tentative salary structure, 
that had been based upon professional 
librarians salaries in the community 
as well as salaries of teachers and 
administrators in Jewish education 
with comparable education and experi
ence. This too was explained and 
discussed at length, and input from 
our members was duly noted. (The 
subject is too comple~ to summarize 
here for absentee members.) 

Since then, the AJLSC Code Com
mittee has met with Mr. Greenberg to 
clarify the points discussed at the 
meeting, and recommendations were 
made to the BJE Code Committee re
garding the proposed Code apd the pro
posed Regulations. Also, Adaire Klein, 
as President of AJLSC, has been ap
pointed to the Subcommittee on Salaries 
of the Personnel Committee, which has 
met and will continue to meet to re-
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solve the salary structure satisfactorily. 

The Bureau is preparing a new BJE 
Job Application form to update its 
personnel records for all educators, 
including librarians. Upon return of 
the completed form to the Bureau, the 
Library Certification Committee will 
meet with each individual librarian to 
determine the status of each individual's 
relationship to the credentialling and 
the salary structure. Each person will 
be treated and evaluated individually, 
and we do not anticipate any great 
difficulties in this area. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONATION 

From Rita Lipkis, in honor of DOROTHY 
SCHROEDER, and her great contribution 
to Jewish libraries and with warm wishes 
for a rapid recovery. 
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WE GET LETTERS ••• 
From MALKA DRUCKER, author and AJLSC 

merrb er: "Thanks very much for putting 
in a good word about my new book. I 
appreciate it. This is also a good 
time to tell you how much I look forward 
to each month's Library Light. It is 
both informative and entertaining." 

THANK YOU TO JO ANN LESSER FOR OFFERING 
HER LOVELY HOME FOR OUR ANNUAL LUNCHEON. 
WE ARE MOST APPRECIATIVE ••• 

* "COMMUNITY POLL" COULD BE VERY 
IMPORTANT FOR LIBRARIES 

A special insert was part of the JFC 
Jewish Community Bulletin, May 1, 1978. 
Entitled, "Community Poll", it is an 
extensive survey of the local Jewish 
community to assess community demography, 
priorities, needs and services. The 
resulting statistics will provide the 
foundation for development of future 
projects of the L. A. Jewish community. 

~ WE URGE YO~ in completing the Poll, 
TO WRITE IN SOME INPUT ON LIBRARIES AND 
LIBRARIANS for their consideration, e.g. 

Page 1, f/:31: Add "development and 
improvement of Jewish libraries & staff." 

Page 2, section 3 on Priorities; #14: 
Add "Quality Jewish library services". 

Page 3, #5 - 8 Jewish Education: Add 
"with priority to libraries and library 
services". 

PLEASE ASK YOUR FRIENDS,FAMILIES AND 
SYNAGOGUE MEMBERS to inc 1 ud e s orne kind 
of similar input on their forms. If 
JFC sees that libraries are an important 
issue in the community, then they will 
give priority to library services and, 
perhaps, even a grant for a library con
sultant! WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT. 
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CAJE CONFERENCE PROGRESSING 
WITH ENTHUSIASM 

The Western Conference of the Coa
lition for Alternativesin Jewish Edu
cation, scheduled for Aug. 27-31 at 
UC Irvine, has been greeted with en
thusiastic response from the Jewish 
educational community, We've heard 
many synagogues and centers in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, and Denver 
areas are providing partial subsidies 
for their educators (including li
brarians) to encourage attendance. 
(Check with your school administra
tor to see yo.ur school's involvement.) 

There will be a tremendous variety 
in programming, including a few library 
lehrhauses (workshops). The library
teachers center committee has some 
exciting learning exhibits planned. 
One module (3-9 hour session) of 
particular interest to librarians is 
"Using Audiovisual in Teaching Litera
ture"; other modules of interest are 
Calligraphy (of great use in library 
displays); Gaming; Teacher-Made ma
terials; Thematic Approaches for 
Jewish Social Studies; Journalism; 
New Waysof Creating Textual Materials; 
etc. 

*Talented librarians who wish to 
share successful library experiences 
in participatory-type of workshops at 
the Conference should call or write 
Hava Ben-Zvi, JCL Lbrn., 6505 Wilshire, 
L.A. 90048 (213/852-1234) or Barbara 
Leff, Stephen Wise Temple Ibm.,  

 
 IMMEDIATELY. Decisions 

on programming are being made now. 

CAJE is striving for a 9avurah spirit, 
attained through total involvement on 
a resident basis (similar to camps). 
For this reason a per diem basis is 
not included in the plans. The 5-day 
conference costs$90 (room and Kosher 
board) per person -- families welcome. 
There will be a free bus from JFC Bldg. 
on Wilshire to Irvine campus daily for 
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a limited number of commuters ($60 incl. 
lunches and dinners). + $15 ann. CAJE 11EIIDrshp 

More details in next month's Library 
Light. Call Hava or Barbara for info. 
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DOROTHY SCHROEDER HONORED BY 
WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE 

IN A VERY SPECIAL WAY 

In a magnificent surprise tribute 
honoring their librarian of 20 years, 
upon her retirement, Wilshire Blvd. 
Temple displayed a new bronze plaque, 
to be affixed in their library: 

THE DOROTHY SCHROEDER 
CHILDREN'S COLLECTION 

Following beautiful comments by 
Rabbi Magnin and Rabbi Wolf, Dorothy 
received a standing ovation at the 
WBT dinner honoring Dorothy and other 
faculty members. Our Association 
shared the moment through Barbara 
Leff, guest of WBT, who read a letter 
from Adaire Klein, our President who 
could not attend. Maureen Gevirtz, 
Dorothy's successor, and the Schroeder 
family were also present to share this 
most beautiful occasion, on May 5. 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

The Bureau of Jewish Education 
serves as the primary placement
referral agency for credential li
brarians as well as other educators. 
If you are BJE-certified and are 
seeking a job or if you are a library 
looking for qualified librarian, then 
you must register with the Bureau Per
sonnel Practices Dept., Howard Gelberd, 
6505 Wilshire Blvd., L.A. 90048 (213/ 
852-1234). 

We have heard of some positions 
open for library students or librarians4 

in-training, with library experience: 
Temple Etz Chaim in Thousand Oaks: 

8-10 hrs/wk., afternoons & Sun.morn; 
contact Benjamin Herzon 805/497-6891. 

Temple Beth Shalom,in Santa Monica: 
parttime, call ed. dir. 213/451-1361. 

Also available is parttime clerical 
(non-typist) position to handle cir
culation/processing/picture mounting, 
etc.; minimum wase; days and Sun.morn, 
Call Claudia or Marla at Stephen Wise 
Temple Library, 213/476-2801 (no ex
perience necessary but must learn 
quickly, enjoy working with public). 
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HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE 
COMPLIMENTARY AUDIO TAPE AVAILABLE 

The Consulate General of Israel and 
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the Israel Broadcasting Authority have 
produced a 10-minute reel to reel audio 
tape entitled "Martyrs and Heroes Remem
brance Day". It includes an interview 
with a concentration camp survivor, arti
culating her memories and discussing how 
her life is affected by these past experi
ences. For free tape, write Beverly 
Siegel, Radio Dept., Consulate General 
of Israel, 800 Second Ave., N.Y.·,~.Y.l0017. 

MAY 1978 

STEPHEN S. WISE TEMPLE LIBRARY & YOUTH 
LOUNGE won the Beautification Award 
from the Western Los Angeles Regional 
Chamber of Commerce in the category of 
public or commercial buildings.. The 
award, honoring architectural and land
scaping accomplishments, was presented 
to the architect, builder, and Temple 
dignitaries at a luncheon at the Hotel 
Bel Air in April. ·Barbara Leff, Head 
Librarian, who contributed significant 
input to the interior library design, 
also participated in accepting the award. 

APRIL 10 PROGRAM POSTPONED 

Helen Silberman was scheduled to speak at our last meeting at Temple Isaiah; 
however, the business portion of the meeting took so long that Helen was kind enough 
to suggest that she postpone her presentation until a later date. We were very sorry 
to disappoint our members, who were particularly interested in hearing about Israeli 
libraries, and were most appreciative of Helen's thoughtfulness. 

The business,that extended long beyond the time allotted,covered salary structure 
for librarians, and budget and dues increase for AJLSC -- both reported elsewhere in 
this is sue of Library Light. 

"QUOTATION MARKED" 
by Edith Wildman, Librarian, Temple Emanuel, Beverly Hills. 

THE ESSENCE OF LIFE 

The purpose of man's life is not happiness, but worthiness. 
--Felix Adler 

Life is not a matter of extent, but of content. 
--Stephen s. Wise 

Whichis the right course which a man should choose for nimself?--That which 
he feels to be honorable to himself and which also brings him honor from 
mankind. 

--Ethics of the Fathers, 2:1 

Life is good and a gracious gift of God. 
--Abba Hillel Silver; Address, HUC, 1952. 

What is it that makes us worthy of life, if not our compassion and ability 
to help? 

--Abraham Joshua Heschel, Man is Not Alone. 

LIBRARY LIGHT IS .DISTRIBUTED FREE TO MEMBERS. Editor: Barbara Leff,  
; Pres: Adaire Klein, . 
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BOOKS REVIEWS 

Sandrow, Nahma. Vagabond Stars: A World History of Yiddish Theater. New York: 
Harper & Row; Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, cl977. $20.00 

Yiddish theater. It has survived repression, censorship, pogroms, economic hard 
times, indifference, even the death camps. Today, it exists--however precariously-
in Poland, Roumania, Israel, New York, South Africa, and South America. And it still 
attempts to offer the same varied menu that fed the cultural appetites of generations 
of Jews around the world. · 

The story of Yiddish theater, from its birth in Central Europe in the 17th cen
tury to its "Golden Age" from 1850 to 1910 to its on-going struggle is the subject of 
Nahma Sandrow's Vagabond Stars. Dr. Sandrow, a graduate of Yale Drama School and 
currently teaching at City University of New York, has written a remarkably thorough 
and loving portrait of an art form that has been as important to Jewish survival as 
bread itself. 

From its beginnings as street theater, songfests, and "Purimspiels" (Purim Plays), 
Yiddish theater not only offered escapism, laughter, and sentimentality, it also 
taught moral lessons, Jewish law, and pride in the tradition. But, no matter what 
the fare, the central aim was affirmation and reinforcement of Jewish· identity and 
existence, according to Dr. Sandrow. 

Vagabond Stars explores the development and evolution of Yiddish theater in 
almost every country where Jews dwelled. We meet the founders, producers, actors, 
and playwrights who were dedicated and determined to create and sustain a uniquely 
Jewish art form. There were disagreements between those pushing for more intellectual 
theater and those advocating kitsch, and Dr. Sandrow details how this continuing 
struggle actually gave tremendous vitality to Yiddish theater for many decades. 
Never properly subsidized, Yiddish theater has always shown great flexibility among 
those involved. Any stage would do, the local restrictions could be circumvented, 
lack of sets and costumes didn't really matter. Wherever there was a receptive 
audience, there could be Yiddish theater. 

Nahma Sandrow uses an abundance of primary source material, and her liberal 
use of photos, reproductions of posters and excerpts from several plays gives us a 
good look at the forces that formed Yiddish theater. Near the end of the book,Dr. 
Sandrow attempts to make a case for a renaissance in Yiddish theater. She argues 
that despite the decline in the number of Yiddish-speaking people, many of today's 
youth are attracted to the nma.maloshen", or mother-tongue of their grandparents. 
There is evidence of Yiddish theater in several locales around the world, but the 
health of the patient still remains to be seen. Yet, Dr. Sandrow is quite correct 
in pinpointing the reason Yiddish theater seems to outlive its death notices. She 
says, "(It) ••• invokes, ritually, the magical essence of the tribe." And, clearly, 
the tribe continues to defy extinction. 

--reviewed by Hal Dash, interviewer. 

ERRATUM: 
Please note the following correction in the book review submitted by Helen Silberman, 
page 7, Library Light, April 1978, in the review of Letter to an Arab Friend by Andre 
Chouraqui: The book is a fiction book (not a non-fiction book ). 



AJL-SC LIBRARY LIGHT -8- MAY 1978 

Patai, Raphael. The Jewish Mind. New York: Chas. Scribner's Sons, cl977. $14.95. 

"The Jewish mind ••• has for 2,000 years been exposed to two equally 
powerful forces - the Jewish tradition and the Gentile influence. 

And it is itself the product of the tension between the two." (p.5) 

This is the basic premise of Raphael Patai's latest work, an extensive and 
scholarly study of The Jewish Mind. Presenting an enormous amount of documented 
and theoretical material, Patai's overview of Jewish mentality moves from Ancient 
Canaan to present day I.Q. tests. He cites the Bible and Talmud, Jewish philosophy 
and history, as well as sociological and educational studies. Nothing that has 
bearing on Jewish intelligence, whether it be nutrition or educational toys, is 
overlooked; and all of it together makes a fascinating study of what makes a Jewish 
mind special and differ€nt. 

Initially, Patai postulates that the essence of Judaism is made up of two be~ 
liefs and two duties: the belief in one God, and the belief in the special relation
ship between that ·God and Israel; man;s duty toward God and his duty toward one's 
fellow man. Then he discusses who is a Jew and concludes that this is primarily a 
matter of emotional commitment. 

Once these definitions are established, he presents six major historical 
encounters between the Jewish people and a Gentile environment, "for no other people 
have encounters with outside forces played so important a role as for the Jews." 
The first of these was in Canaan when the Hebrews absorbed almost the whole Canaanite 
agrarian way of life but maintained the core of their developing monotheism. In 
both the Hellenistic period and the Golden Age in Spain, a whole culture was open 
to and absorbed by the Jews but the core of their Jewishness remained intact. During 
each of these epochs, the Jews expanded their areas of knowledge and creativity. 
It is only with the far-reaching effects of the Enlightenment that .Jewish life really 
begins to become indistinguishable from that of the Gentile, and it is at that time 
that Jewish self-hate was born. 

Having presented the historical background, Patai goes on to discuss the char
acteristics of the Jewish mind. He introduces the subject of intelligence and how 
it is measured, and then asks whether Jews are more intelligent. He presents theories 
of environment or heredity which have been promulgated to see whether they hold up 
in the light of the historical evidence and studies that have been made both here 
and among the many kinds.of Jews in Israel. Finally, he points out that due to the 
contemporary changes in Jewish life, the problems of the Gentile ~vorld now also 
effect Jewishmental health. 

Although The Jewish Mind is a lengthy book and much of the material presented 
is scholarly, it is logically constructed, clearly presented and always readable. 
The biographical and historical material alone make this a useful source in any 
library, especially since it is extensively documented and well-indexed. 

So ~uch fascinating material about Jewish life and development is brought 
together here that it would seem that The Jewish Mind is a book that will answer 
many questions and lead to m3ny further discussions for a number of years. 

--Reviewed by Renee Hurewitz, 
Lfurarian, Temple Isaiah, West Los Angeles. 




