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Our next meeting ••• 

DATE: 

PLACE: 

MEETING: 

PROGRAM: 

HOSTESS: 

Monday, April 10, 1978 -- 9:30AM to 12:30 PM 

TEMPLE ISAIAH LIBRARY Phone: 277-2772 
10345 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles (east of Beverly Glen) 

Agenda to include: 
---SALARIES AND SALARY STRUCTURE FOR LIBRARIANS -- BJE 1978 CODE 

*Guest: Mr. Sydney Greenberg, Head of Personnel Practices Dept.,BJE 
---1978-79 AJLSC BUDGET AND PROPOSED AJLSC DUES INCREASE. 

Budget Chairwoman: Rose Shurman, AJLSC Treasurer. 

HELEN SILBERMAN, BJE Librarian-Teacher, visited Israel a few 
months ago, and did an informal survey of libraries visited in 
Tel Aviv-Yaffo and Bat Yam -- facilities, resources, use, etc. 
She has some interesting experiences and information to share. 

RENEE HUREWITZ, Librarian, Temple Isaiah. 

*Mr. Greenberg wiU be first on the agenda to explain the salary structure as applied 
to 1978 Code of Personnel Practices, comparison with other salaries, computations,etc. 

THIS IS A COMBINED BOARD & GENERAL MEETING. GUESTS ARE WELCOME. 

DATES TO RE~~ER 

April 6- DEADLINE FOR RETURN of completed Library Questionnaire •. (see page 2) 
10 - AJLSC COMBINED BOARD AND GENERAL MEETING - 9:30AM - Temple Isaiah, W.L.A. 
14 - Final date for input on 1978 Code of Personnel Practices. (see page 3) 

22-29 - PASSOVER 
May 4 - YOM HA-SHO~ (Holocaust Remembrance Day) - (see page 3) 

8 - AJLSC BOARD .MEETING - Home of Rose Shurman. RSVP 845-3266. 
12 - YOM HA-ATZMA-UT (Israel Independence Day) 
22 - LAST MEETING OF AJLSC for 1977-78. LUNCHEON to honor DOROTHY SCHROEDER, 

our first AJLSC President, upon her retirement. Guests: Dr. William 
Cutter, Dean of Education, Hebrew Union College; Mr. Sydney Greenberg, BJE. 
Home of JoAnn Lesser in Los Angeles. 

June 18-21 National AJL CONVENTION - San Francisco Hilton Hotel. If you are thinking 
of going north, please let us know. Call Adaire Klein 556-0642. 

Aug.Zl-24 BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION SUMMER INSTITUTE PROGRAM (First week; second 
week of Institute to be at CAJE Conference described below) 

27-31 Western Conference - COALITION FOR ALTERNATIVES IN JEWISH EDUCATION - at 
U.C.Irvine campus ••• a unique educational experience is planned --well 
worth attending. More details next month. ($90 room, board, conf.fees) 
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Dear Friends, 

Although we often begin to feel that the year is winding down as we reach this 
season, this is not possible in any Jewish institution. Remaining ahead of us on the 
calendar are Pesa~, Yom Ha-Shoah, Yom Ha-Atzmaut, and Shavuot, representing four major 
events in the lifetime of the Jew -- taking us from the depths of despair to the 
heights of national and spritual joy. 

I should like to draw your attention to Yom Ha-Shoah and the remembranceof the 
Holocaust. There seems to be a new awakening and concern about the Holocaust and its 
lessons to humanity, among many people and agencies in the Jewish world and in the 
world at large. This is evidenced by the forthcoming NBC series on the subject, and 
a sizeable number of new books, conferences, teaching guides, curricula, etc. Let us 
take some time to review our collections and some of the new materials. Keep abreast 
of what is happening around us in this very vital subject. Participate in some con
ference or program on this subject to gain new insight into this most tragic period 
in our history. What you learn, you can transmit to your library patrons--young and 
old alike. Elsewhere in this issue you will find information on some of the local 
conferences and some of the new material that is available. 

Another exhibit that could prove very helpful to library patrons is one on ISRAEL;
have current news on display as well as maps, clippings from daily newspapers, etc •. -
anything to provide information. A knowledgeable and a united Jewish community is a 
strong Jewish community which will guarantee our survival and that of the State of Israel. 

I look forward to greeting all of you at our combined Board and General Meeting 
on Monday, April 10, at Temple Isaiah. Wishing all of our members and friends a kosher 
and happy Pesah • 

• 

NATIONAL AJL SELECTS 
NEW LEADERS FROM THE WEST 

San Francisco is the place to be 
in June (18-21), when HARVEY HOROWITZ, 
Librarian at Hebrew Union College, L.A. 
becomes President of the national Asso
ciation of Jewish Libraries. SUSANNA 
FRIEDMAN, AJLSC member in Texas, will 
become President of Synagogue, School 
and Center Division of ,AJL. Both have 
served as President-Ele.ct for the two 
years; Harvey is currently President 
of Research and Special Libraries Divi
sion of AJL. 

Exciting news for our local members 
too are the two candidates on the slate 
being submitted by AJL Nominating Com
mittees: For President-Elect of AJL 
(to succeed Harvey in 1980) is BARBARA 
LEFF, Librarian at Stephen s. Wise 
Temple. For President-Elect of SSC 
Division of AJL (to succeed Susanna in 
1980)is ADAIRE KLEIN. Elections will 
be held at the June conference in S.F. 

--Adaire Klein, President, AJL-SC 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 
--From Lottie Goldwasser & Bernice 
Stein in honor of DOROTHY SCHROEDER, 
for continued improvement following 
her accident. 
--From Lottie Goldwasser - Best 
wishes to BARBARA LEFF for her nomi
nation to AJL President-Elect. 
--From Rose Shurman in honor of 
ADAIRE KLEIN for her nomination to 
AJL--President-Elect of SSC Division. 
--From Rose Shurman in honor of 
BARBARA LEFF for her nomination to 
AJL President-Elect. 
--From Rose Shurman for speedy and 
complete recovery to DOROTHY SCHROEDER, 
with love. 

REMINDER: BE SURE TO RETURN YOUR 
LIBRARY QUESTIONNAIRE TO THE JEWISH 
COIYIHUNITY LIBRARY IMl.viEDIATELY. IF 
YOU DID NOT RECEIVE ONE, CALL HAVA 
at  
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~AZEL TOV to ESTHER PILARSKI and 
her husband, Adam, on the birth 
of their son, Daniel Adar Pilarski. 
(Esther is librarian at Kehillat 
Israel--Jewish Congregation of 
Pacific Palisades.) 

IMAZEL TOV to member, MALKAH DRUCKER, 
on the publication of her new book 

' Tom Seaver, Portrait of a Pitcher 
written with Tom Seaver. (Holiday). 

* * * ~-* * * * * * 
HOLOCAUST TV SERIES~ PROGRAMS, 

MATERIALS, .STUDY GUIDES ••• 
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In preparation for Yom Ha-Shoah on 
May 4, there are many ways to update 
knowledge and our collections_ Here's 
a sampling: 

1. For greater skill in working 
with students and teachers and parents 
watching the NBC-TV Mini-Series "Holo
caust" being presented 4 evenings: 4/16 
to 4/19, are the following guides: 
--"The Record: Holocaust in History--
1933-1945" - a 16-page tabloid, chrono
logy and discussion guide (illus.) --
25¢ prepd. - Anti-Defamation League, 
6505 Wilshire Blvd., #814, L.A. 90048. 
--.3 Study Guides on graded levels at 
$1. 5.0 ea. prepd. - Union of American 
Hebrew Gong., 858 Fifth Ave., N.Y.l0021. 
--United Synagogue and others have . 
joined efforts to produce study guides. 

--Holocaust by Gerald Green (Bantam, 
1978)--the TV show in book form, novel 
written by author of teleplay. $2.25pbk. 
(Avail. from Harelick & Roth, and So. 
Calif. Book Co. locally) 

2. "Holocaust Conference"sponsored 
by Martyrs Memorial Co~ittee of JFC 

' Sun., Apr. 9 - 9:30am-5pm. Speakers: 
Raul Hilberg and Shlomo Aronson, and 
numerous workshops led by educators; 
kosher box lunch available; at JFC 
Bldg. RSVP Ben Cohen  

3. Class on teaching of the Holocaust, 
sponsored jointly by ADL and L.A. Uni
fied School District. Call ADL 852-1234. 

4. Outreach Programs of "Simon Wie
senthal Center for Holocaust Studies". 
Call Yeshiva Univ. of L.A. 553-4478. 

APRIL 1978 

"CODE" MEETING UPDATE 

For those who could not attend 
the meeting on Apr. 3 to discuss 
the 1978 Code of Personnel Practices, 
there is still an opportunity for 
input. The Bureau's budget precluded 
them from duplicating and sending 
copies of the 50-page Code to everyone 
as planned, therefore,-a-few copies 
are available for all to share at 
each school through your principafs 
office; also Adaire Klein  
has 2 copies for city people, and 
Stephen Wise Temple (788-4778) has 
one copy for Valley people to borrow 
overnight. Call Adaire with addi
tional input before April 14. 

Discussion of salaries and a ten
tative salary structure will be pre
sented at our next meeting, April 10, 
with Sydney Greenberg in attendance 
to confer with us. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO FRITZ MINTZ, 
SYD GREENBERG, AND SIVAN HAMBURGER 
for coming to our Apr. 3 meeting to 
explain the Code, and for their won
derful suppo~ 

If any problems arise in individual 
negotiations with your synagogue on 
personnel matters affected by the Code, 
you are to call either the Bureau 
(Mr. Greenberg's office) 852-1234, or 
Mr. Mintz - business 278-7677 or 272-
3341, or . 

NOTE TO OUR MEMBERS: IN LIEU OF OUR 
ANNUAL ALL-DAY JUNE PROGRAM & LUNCHEON 
WE ARE GOING NORTH TO AJL ANNUAL CON- ' 
VENTION IN SAN FRANCISCO, at S.F. Hilton, 
June 18-21. AJLSC has been invited to 
give a workshop dealing with our partici
pation in the Code of Personnel Practice. 
More details on convention to follow. 

MEMBERSHIP NE\vS 

Welcome to: 
BETH EL CONG.LIBRARY, Phoenix,Ariz. 

Corrections to Directory: 
HILLEL HEBREW ACADEMY 

Ib rn. : Herman Van Gelder 
Libry. Instr.: Barbara Marmer 

TEMPLE EMET 
Dir. of Educ.: Lisa Vernon 

LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to members. Editor: Barbara Leff,  
; Pres: Adaire Klein,   
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BROTHERHOOD PUBLISHES LIBRARY 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Temple Emanuel Brotherhood has become 
so impressed with the number of requests 
for the "Beverly Hills Temple Emanuel 
Holiday Bibliographies" that they are 
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now publishing it~ Leah Rubin and Edith 
Wildman, Librarians, alerted us to their 
47p. annotated Jewish holiday bibliography 
a few years ago. Since Leah's retirement, 
Edith has added a 6p. SABBATH supplement 
(and some corrections and a cover too). 
Send $4 to Temple Emanuel Library, 8844 
Burton Way, Beverly Hills, Ca. 90211, for 
your copy. 

APRIL 1978 

NEW ACTIVITY BOOK OF 
HEBREW lANGUAGE 

Milim Milim - p l/)1 P)M- is a col
lection of 40 original and challenging 
Hebrew vocabulary building activities-
puzzles, games and word exercises for 
all grade levels. Written by Bella 
Bergman, Rachel Gordon, and Pearl Tamar, 
for the Bureau of Jewish Education, it 
can be purchased by sending $5 prepaid 
to BJE, 6505 Wilshire,Blvd., Suite 710, 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90048. (If billing 
desired, you must pay postage & handling) 

DOC~ffiNTATION CENTER AT UNIVERSITY OF JUDAISM 

According to Dr. Louis Shub, there is no other facility in the United States that has 
such extensive clippings files as the UJ Documentation Center. It began as a personal 
hobby of Dr. Shub, when he was with the American Jewish Committee in 1940. He was in 
charge of the Palestine Desk and Latin American section. As part of the assignment, he 
culled all of the newspaper material he could find in those areas. He has continued the 
practice of giving intensive scrutiny to all printed material relating to contemporary 
Jewish life. New York Times, Washington Post, and Christian Science Monitor are the 3 
major English sources. L. A. Times is a good source but not a major one. Hebrew sources 
are Jerusalem Post, Haaretz, Maariv,and others. UJ also subscribes to 500+ periodicals. 

Procedure: About 500-600 articles per week are clipped, either by Dr. Shub at home, 
or by an assistant who works 3 days per week. Whole process takes about 20/hrs/wk minimum. 
Assistant pastes clippings to 8~11 paper, xeroxes magazine articles (about 200/wk), etc. 
Subject headings are assigned to each clipping, and they are filed in normal manila 
files in a regular-size 4-drawer file cabinet in the Documentation Center. There are 
presently 50 filing cabinets in the room, and each drawer has a capacity for 2500-3000~; 
The collection began about in 1947-48, with g~eat intensity during last 7-8 years. 
Hopefully, it will be converted to microform at some point -- estimated cost $100,000. 

Subject Headings: They follow no subject heading list; Dr. Shub is his own authority. 
As files get full, subject headings are refined. Examples of subjects: In Israel 
drawers, "West Bank"~ "Geneva-Carter-Sadat Meeting'', "Begin-Sadat Meetings". Other 
subjects: "Arabs in Israel", "Arms Sales", "Army in Israel", Conservative Judaism in 
Israel", "Reform Judaism", "Orthodox Judaism", "Abortion", ''Medical Ethics", "Wiesenthal, 
Simon", "Biography", "Authors","Missionaries in Iscael", etc. They are filed alphabeticall:; 
One set of filing cabinets contains Israel materials; other contains Jewish issues and 
Jews Overseas. Because of limited personnel, money and time, there are no cross-references, 
Even so, they have no trouble retrieving materials because they work with it so closely. 

Weeding: "Never weed ••• no such thing as a dated item ••• never obsolete ••• for researcher.' 

also some use b~ 
Use: Used extensively by Dr. Shub~ UJ faculty;/class projects ~e.g. political 

parties of Israel in the elections of 1965), some students from UJ and other local 
universities, and others. They are still in the process of reorganizing their files 
since moving to new quarters, and plan to have a full-time person in Center next year. 

DID YOU ~~OW that BELLA HESS, Assistant Librarian at University of Judaism, speaks 
and reads 6 languages: English, Hebrew, Yiddish, German, French and Russian. She has 
been with UJ Library almost since its inception, working as Dr. Shub's associate. 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS -- AJLSC MEETING -- MARCH 29, 1978 
UNIVERSITY OF JUDAISM LIBRARY 

APRIL 1978 

"Middle East Update" -- by Dr. Louis Shub, Director, UJ Library 

SOUTHERN LEBANON SITUATION: The PLO committed an atrocity on an unarmed tourist 
bus between Haifa and Tel Aviv on March 10, 1978. On March 14, following the funerals, 
the Israeli troops struck the PLO in Southern Lebanon. Israel's response was not 
retaliatory. It was a military action, i.e. a movement of 10,000-15,000 Israeli troops. 

(Retaliatory action is generally limited to raids-- and part of Israel's historical 
response that began with David Ben-Gurion, whose position had been to defend Israel and 
not be concerned with public relations. Other Israelis argued that the world ought to 
be given time to absorb the pain of Israel before it retaliates.) When Israel struck 
3 days after the tragedy, the media appeared to exploit not the crimes against the Jews 
but the tragedy of the Lebanese, who have a very large Lebanese refugee problem, larger 
than the Palestinian refugee problem. The objective of the Israeli troops was to rid 
Southern Lebanon of the PLO, who had been esconsed there for some time, and to deliver 
a crushing blow to PLO. Its military objectives were only partially accomplished, i.e. 
PLO were pushed northward away from the Israeli borders, behind a "6-mile security belt" 
south of the Litani River; however, the "6-mile security belt" was inadequate, and the 
crushing blow was not delivered. Reasons: 

a. Israel has understanding with Syria not to go beyond Litani River. Israel 
knew that Syria would not move against Israel and calculated that Jordan and Egypt would 
not either. In order to deliver crushing blow to PLO; Israel would have had to go further 
north, even beyond Litani River, to block entrance and exit of PLO from Southern Lebanon. 
Even though Israelis took hundreds of prisoners, Palestinian Army is still intact and 
an operative arm. 

b. PLO is not one army but 8 different guerilla groups, the largest being 
Arafat's with 6000-7000, others are 1500, 300, etc. Capturing one would not stop PLO; 
each group acts independently and Arafat does not control them. 

c. PLO continues to shell Northern Israel--using sophisticated weaponry 
capable of reaching target 12+ miles aNay, beyond the "6-mile security belt". PLO needs 
to continue shelling to demonstrate their capacity to act, and to boast that they 
could fight Israel for a whole week--longer than any of the Arab countries. 

Pressure is now on Syria to control PLO. Syria pushed PLO into Southern Lebanon 
1~-2 years ago when PLO created serious problems in refugee camps near Beirut. PLO 
set up headquarters in Southern Lebanon, and Syria maintainw 30,000 troops to keep things 
quiet. When Syria permitted Arab aid to PLO from other countries two weeks ago, Iraquis 
moved in bringing weapons to fight against Israel. Two days ago, Syria and Lebanon 
banned arms from coming from other countries. The 6-mile security belt established now 
by Israel has created p~oblems for Syria. Syria wants to maintain a certain friendship 
with the PLO, but also must demilitarize it--or Israel may move again and force PLO 
further north toward Be·irut. 

United Nations has always been derided as being ineffective, but it does provide 
one thing: A safety valve for resolving a conflict that has no other way of resolving 
itself except for on-going war. Historically, UN serves as a peace-keeping force or as 
a moderator; it has been involved in war only once in the Congo some 20 years ago. In 
the Golan Heights and in Sinai, where both sides agreed to allow UN to come in after 
things stabilized, the UN serves as a peace-keeping force. However, in Southern Leban~n, 
where only one side (Israel) has agreed to a cease-fire, the UN can function only as a 
monitor--to observe that peace continues, e.g. warning both sides of operation build-ups. 
Since Israel refuses to recognize PLO as an entity, Israel cannot request PLO evacuation 
of Southern Lebanon. Israel hoped the Security Council would request PLO to cease activity; 
or for Christian Lebanese to take charge and be in control of southern Lebanon and then 
form an alliance--to Israel's advantage. But this has not happened. ' 

-continued ••• 
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Resolution 245 relates primarily to getting foreign forces out of Lebanon, i.e. 
Israel. (with which Arafat has offered to help UN!), and to observe a cease fire in those 
areas. UN forces are expected to replace Israeli forces in those areas where PLO had 
been operative in Southern Lebanon. UN has no jurisdiction to silence batteries and 
shelling of Northern Israel from beyond the 6 mile security belt; it cannot prevent PLO 
from reoccupying the same territory since UN forces have little or no weapons. If PLO 
returns, Israel will want to go back in, and UN troops would have to move aside. 

Israel would like to get out of area, but must do so with a sense of security. PLO 
wants to keep things boiling and fermenting to involve Israel and· Syria in a war. There
fore Israel is cooperating 100% with UN, but withdrawing slowly because it must'~lay by ear~ 
The dynamics of the situation makes it basically an unstable situation. 

BEGIN-SADAT-CARTER NEGOTIATIONS: At the end of last year, President Jimmy Carter 
called Prime Minister Menachem Begin's 26-point Plan very fair and a basis for negotiations 
The Plan included self-rule for Arabs, elimination of military government in West Bank, 
right of Jews to settle in West Bank, and right of Arabs to settle in Israel, etc. 
At the end of 5 years, there would be a study of what has happened in the West Bank. 
It was considered a generous, dove -like proposal, totally unexpected of Begin. 

The crucial point which caused misunderstanding, however, was that Carter (and the 
rest of the world) read the Plan to imply that,after 5 years, Israel would permit self
determination for the Arabs, i.e. the right to establish a Palestinian state or some 
kind of Palestine entity. Begin, however, insists that the Plan does not include this. 
Carter's interpretation is based upon Israel's basic foreign policy, beginning in 1970, 
i.e. Israel would withdraw from the West Bank and Gaza subject to security provisions of 
the State of Israel. In fact, in 1970, Begin left the government because of that policy. 
The Begin Plan is Menachem Begin's interpretation of Resolution 242, i.e. Israel agreed 
to phased withdrawal, but never meant complete withdrawal of Israeli troops. This prob
lem then is an Israeli problem. Begin's coming to the U.S. accomplished nothing because 
the basic policy must be resolved in Israel and has nothing to do with Carter. 

On the matter of arms sale, when Carter sets up a linkage between selling arms to 
Israel and to Saudi Arabia and Egypt, there is clearly a violation of a commitment to 
the State of Israel--a breach of trust on Carter's part--and American Jewry should 
pressure Carter. Some other points to think about:UBegin retains Ezer Weizman as 
Israeli Defenee Minister after their open disagreement on continued settlement in Sinai, 
and even sends Weizman to meet with Sadat in Egypt. 2) Begin knowsthat within Israel a 
tremendous amount of disagreement could ultimately topp!e him from power -- so he must 
demonstrate that he has not lost the initiative to act. 3) Sadat and Begin initially 
felt they did not need outside powers and cut Carter out; then they brought Carter in 
when they could not agree; now Begin lost with Carter so he is going directly to Sadat. 
4) Begin ceded sovereignty of Sinai to Egypt, without getting Egypt to agree to Israeli 
settlements remaining in Sinai. 5) The Middle East is an on-going process -- it is 
far ~rom over •••• 

READINGS RECOMMENDED BY DR. LOUIS SHUB 

Gillon, Philip. Israelis and Palestinians--Coexistence or ••• ; the Credo of Elie Eliachar. 
Tel Aviv: Gaalia Cornfeld, 1977. 

Gruen, George E. "The United States, Israel, and the Middle East" in American Jewish 
Year Book 1978: A Record of Events and Trends in American and World Jewish Life, v.78, 
pp. 90-120. N.Y.: American Jewish Committee; Phila., Jewish Publ. Society, cl977. 

Laqueur, Walter. A History of Zionism. New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1972. 
Rosenne, Shabtai. "Israel and the United Nations: Changed Perspectives, 1945-1976" in 

American Jewish Year Book 1978 ••• , v. 78, pp. 3-59 • • • (Ibid). 
Sachar, Howard. A History of Israel, from the Rise of Zionism to our Time. N.Y.:Knopf,l976 

--Also the following newspapers: Christian Science Monitor, Jerusalem Post, New York 
Times, Times of London, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Chouraqui, Andre. Letter to an Arab Friend. Trans. William v. Gugli. Amherst: Univer
sity of Massachusetts Press, 1969. 

Letter to an Arab Friend is a non-fiction book -- a novel written in essay form, or 
as the author calls it, a "novel-essay." History of the Jewish-Arab relationship is traced 
from the period during which Mohammed sought to convert Jews to the present day. 

The author has Mattatias Mizrahi, a Jerusalem Jew, write a moving letter to Ahmed 
Benghanem, an Arab friend,· giving him background into Judaica and the Israel-Arab con
flicts, and reaffirming his friendship to Ahmed and his people. 

Character development takes place throughout the book. Both are considered men from 
Jerusalem. The reader lives the lives of these men at home and school in the Old City, 
in Paris in the university where they "discovered the universe" and became aware of the 
differences between East and West. Caught in the whirlwind of Western civilization, 
they witness and feel the fear that was "rotting the gigantic tree of the modern world 
from the tip to the trunk" perpetrated by Hitler. 

Mattatias becomes aware of his Jewishness and his God because of Hitler. His aware
ness enables him to escape despair, to find a new meaning to life and to discover the 
realities of a Bible-based spiritual life. He joins the Resistance, returns to Israel 
and meets his Arab friend once again. And then the Israel-Arab wars begin. The reader 
shares his anguish. 

A number of similarities between Ahmed and Mattatias and their people are in the 
Letter. For example, both fathers were farmers, and both were influenced by their 
common environment. Of course, the paramount link is that of Abraham of the Bible, the 
source of their brotherhood. 

It ends with a positive, or what has been called a utopian view. The author has 
laid out a program that he feels will ensure a lasting peace, and nurture the spiritual 
and human development of all the people of Israel. 

The positive aspects of this book have been negated, in this reviewer~ op~n~on, by 
exposing many of the frail ties of the Jewish religion as is being practiced today. The 
problems of lack of spirituality, and lack of dedication may be true, but why must the 
author have his main character write this to his "Arab Friend"? 

--Reviewed by Helen M.Silberman, Librarian-Teacher; 
edited by Marvin L. Silberman, Jewish Educator. 

Zeno. The Four Sergeants. New York: Atheneum, 1976. 

The Four Sergeants is a taut, well-paced war story written by a man who has experienced 
the stench and futility of war. Zeno, the pseudonym of the author, did serve in a 
British Army unit simitar to the one described in his story. 

During the Second World War, the British Airborne Division had Independent Parachute 
Companies, which acted as pathfinder forces. Zeno served in such a company and can 
testify to the composition of its personnel, including European Jews. These Jews were 
all volunteers, hand-picked by their commanding officers. They took Irish and Scottish 
names but would have been given away by their accents in case of capture. 

The four sergeants of the title have widely differing personalities and philosophies, 
ranging from "the complete civilian (who) hates the army and its regimentation" to "one 
of the finest soldiers I've ever met", according to their commanding officer. One of 
them, Black, is a British Jew who has kept his Jewishness a secret; a secret guessed at 
by his fellow Jews. 

continued ••• 
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Some of the Jews and the sergeants are part of a task force assigned to blow-up a 
bridge behind German lines in the battle for Sicily. In their endeavors, they are helped 
and hindered by Mafia guerrillas, endangered by a German spy, and distracted by a beauti
ful Jewish captive of the Mafia. The Jews within this special unit become "a Jewish 
army--a small one, but Jewish. The first for a long time ••• This time we shall do some 
of the killing." 

Zeno describes the military actions with skill and insight. The callous decisions, 
the disregard for life, the uselessness of War are all graphically portrayed by the 
author. The Four Sergeants is an excellent book for anyone who appreciates this genre. 

--Reviewed by Marvin L. Silberman, Jewish Educator 

BOOK REVIEWS -- TWO VIEWS ••• 

Becker, Joyce. Jewish Holiday Crafts. Illus. by author. New York: Hebrew Publishing 
Co., 1977. Trade ed. $9.95; paper ed. $6.95. 

A compilation of craft projects to be used for holidays, including the weekly 
Sabbath, offers a wide range of suggestions. Like the Lazar* book, •• , this in
cludes many projects that are not holiday-related and not related to Judaism: ••• 
puppet stages, decorated decanters... • The book has more focus than Lazar's, 
since it includes only crafts (no games or recipes) and it has, for most projects, 
clear step-by-step directions. Information about each holiday precedes the pro
jects; an index is appended. Recommended Grades 5-9. 

--Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books, 
Univ. of Chicago, Graduate Library School, January 1978. 

Step-by-step directions, with line drawings, for over 200 projects of varying 
degrees of difficulty. Brief introductions to 13 holidays. Instructions for 
crafts frequently vague and incomplete. Purdy and Lazar fill need better. 
(For adult use with children). (REJECTED.) 

--Los_ Angeles Public ~ibrary 

*Lazar, Wendy. The Jewish Holiday Book. Doubleday, 1977 (reviewed in 
Library Light, October 1977, p. 7.) 

Kay, Mara. In the Face of Danger. New York: Crown Publishers, 1976. Gr. 5-8 

In the summer of 1938, a young English girl, Ann Lindsay, is traveling in Germany 
with her uncle and is injured in an automobile accident. Her subsequent recupera
tion in the German home of Frau Meixner is the basis for this exciting and suspense
ful story of early Nazi Germany. 

Although Ann's recov.~ry is fairly swift, her uncle is confined to a shospital for 
some time. Therefore, in the ensuing period, Ann comes to grips with the realities 
facing Jews and sympathetic non-Jewish Germans before world war II. Frau Meixner 
is hiding two.Jewish girls in her attic--two girls whom she had nursed as very 
young children. The encounters with these girls and Ann's acquaintance with the 
strange Eleonore next door are integral parts of the rich plot. 

--Bernice Stein, Librarian, Temple Beth Am, L. A. 

While convalescing in the home of Frau Meixner in Frankfurt, Germany, of 1938, 
English-born Ann Lindsay becomes involved in saving the lives of two Jewish girls 
being hidden in the attic. It is a slick plot, in which Ann swings into action 
bringing the Jewish family together and out of the country 'in the nick of time'. 
Outwitting the Gestapo, an 11-year old Gestapo youth, and the spying of a crippled 
neighbor girl, Ann accomplishes the impossible~ Plot development is too heavily 
dependent on co-incidence! (REJECTED) 

--Los Angeles Public Library 
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BOOK REVIEWS (CONT.) 

Cargas, Harry J. Harry J. Cargas in conversation with Elie Wiesel. Paulist-Newman,l976. 

When books are chosen for a time capsule to be opened years from now, here is one 
worthy of- representing the finest that our generation can offer. What we are presented 
with in this book are two thinking, supersensitive men, one asking from his empathetic 
heart insightful questions, the other answering from the depths of his seared soul. 

Conducted as a dialogue between Cargas, the humane, spiritual and concerned Christian 
critic, and Wiesel, the writer who has personified Holocaust history and has forced the 
world to remember that outrageous mystery, the encounter is intense and profound. It 
is outstanding! No holds are barred. The result is as poignant, effective and meaning
ful as any of W~esel's works. 

Both men are caring people with a passion for righteousness. There is, therefore, 
instantaneous rapport of heart and mind as the author speaks of the eternal tragedy 
of The Christians of Silence when he refers to Wiesel's book, The Jews of Silence. 

The sheer force of the book's underlying message makes it a classic as we follow the 
searching and probing that Wiesel's memories evoke and he tries to find meaning in sur
vival, despite the pain of raw wounds which will never heal. 

It is by quoting briefly from Wiesel's own writing that Professor Cargas introduces 
each chapter of this too short, but dynamic volume which leaves an unforgettable impact 
on the reader. Wiesel explains that he regards himself more as a "storyteller" than 
writer. His memorial to those who perished is to interpret in the Jewish tradition with 
his own testimony both as a witness and as a kind of messenger for all those who were 
lost. Through such communicating he has succeeded memorably. 

The true "communion" between the two men is no less important than the contents of 
the interview by which Wiesel's affirmation of life is seen to be an obsession as is 
his passionate determination to transmit clearly for all generations the Holocaust 
experience. His goal is to do this without succumbing to the paroxystic suffering it 
generated, but rather by responding to it with hope, creativity, and the belief that 
the process of humanization will ultimately bring man closer to both his own thoughts 
and feelings, as well as to one another. 

This is an immense undertaking, without which Wiesel's life would become sacrilegious 
and ours would have indeed been impoverished! 

--Muriel Moster, Library Volunteer, Sinai Temple, W.L.A. 

Modern Hebrew Literature. Ed. and Intra. by Robert Alter. N.Y., Behrman House, 1975._ 

Those who value a book that instructs as it delights will appreciate Professor 
Alter's creative critical anthology. 

For the reader who has been schooled primarily in the traditions of Western literature, 
or wishes to deepen his appreciation of Hebrew literature by studying its background, 
Alter's editorial comments may be as welcome as the volume's tastefully translated 
stories and essays. In his highly readable Introduction, he traces the historical
social-literary development of Hebrew belles-lettres from the germinal but contrived 
writings of the Haskalah (Enlightment) and the often uneven works of the period of 
national reawakening, through the artistic triumphs of contemporary Israeli fiction. 

Alter also suggests that the tradition underlying modern Hebrew writing involves the 
_"creative elan and ••• deep perplexities of Jews trying to define some relationship to 
an age-old heritage in a radically unfamiliar new world." This contention animates the 

continued ••• 
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critical prefaces that precede each of the book's eighteen works. In these short essays 
Alter locates the authors within the tradition, and also presents thurrb-nail biographies 
and brief technical analyses of the selections. The prefaces and Introductions are 
inter-related, so that together they constitute a concise but comprehensive overview of 
modern Hebrew literature. The volume also contains a bibliography which includes sources, 
suggested readings, and an annotated survey of criticism, and literary history. 

The stories and essays themselves, arranged chronologically, are at once particular 
and. universal. The collection begins with a tale by Mendele Macher Sforim, the parent 
of modern Hebrew literature, and ends with fiction by contemporary Israeli writers, 
Yehuda Amichai, A. B. Yehoshua, and Amos Oz. In between are pieces by Peretz, Agnon, 
Bialik, and others. The selections touch on such topics of Jewish concern as assimila
tion, Zionism, and the clash between tradition and modernity. At the same time, they 
share a theme which is common to all literature, that of a people, or person, in conflict. 

In addition to its particularistic appeal, Hebrew literature--like all art--speaks 
of and to humanity. By setting this body of writing within the framework of a tradition, 
Alter has happily made it more accessible. 

--Harriet Fellner, Ph.D. 

Wiesenthal, Samuel. Sunflower: with a symposium. New York: Schocken, 1976. 

A wounded Nazi SS man lies dying in a hospital on the Eastern Front. He asks the 
nurse to bring one of the Jewish concentration camp prisoners to his deathbed. The 
Jew confronts the German, whose head is swarthed in bandages, and who can barely speak. 
The young man asks the prisoner to forgive him for atrocities committed against Jewish 
men, women, and children in a captured Russian village. Silently, the Jew listens to 
the soldier talk about his childhood, his days in the Hitler Youth, and enlistment in 
the SS, where he admits he became a murderer. Now he wants absolution from the Jew so 
he can die in peace. When this act of contrition is finished, the Jew turns away without 
responding and returns to his fellow prisoners. 

Should this prisoner, himself condemned to certain death, have granted the dying man's 
wish? Was he right or wrong in acting as he did? How would we have handled the situation? 

These and other gut-wrenching questions are posed in the Sunflower, Simon Wiesenthal's 
own Holocaust story. The concise, vivid writing tr~orts the reader to the time and 
place, but in no way does it make Wiesenthal's challenge to us any easier. He tells us 
he could not be a stand-in for God or the millions exterminated by the soldier and others 
like him. Yet, Hiesenthal is still clearly troubled by his decision, years after the 
incident. Is he, therefore, guilty, because of these nagging doubts? We agonize with 
the attho~ while we confront the situation through our own perspectives. Is there no 
answer to the questions presented? 

Most of the 32 distinguished authors, theologians and educators who comprise a sympo
sium following the story tend to support Wiesenthal's actions, but these individuals, 
like the reader, are uncomfortable in passing judgment. Some simply refuse, but the 
logic and reasoning behind all of the analyses is a reminder there is great historical 
and contemporary relevance and need for on-going discussion and debate of questions 
dealing with the Holocaust. 

It is fair of Simon Wiesenthal to ask us to ponder the themes of the Sunflower. For 
although we sit comfortably in our studies and libraries 30 years removed from the Holo
caust, each of us may someday face similar kinds of moral, ethical, and religious situation~ 
I don't necessarily mean another Holocaust, God forbid, but an event where our decision 
could mean life or death for someone. Grappling with the dilemma posed in the Sunflower 
may help us shed light into the often obscure areas of our own thought and decision-
making processes. 

--Hal Dash, Interviewer. 




