
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOU'lllERN CALIFORNIA MAY 1977 

AWARD WINNING FILM: 

Hostessess 
Cecelia Lapidus 
Adaire Klein 
Muriel Moster 

IS HONORED TO PRESENT 

Viek Knight,Jt. 
A'UTHO~ OF 

6'SiMID> tr©l 
~A~S~~2'' 

Sons of Liberty, starring Claude Raines, will be shown. 

-
The LIBRARY of 

SINAI TEMPLE 
10400 Wilshire Boulevard 

Los Angeles, 90024 

GUESTS WELCOME 

'ii:@@ "P·'11l· 
Please join us for coffee! 

Meeting to begin promptly at 7:30. 

Parking available in the 
basement. Library on 3rd floor. 

Teachers, Libra;r:ians, Spouses, Parents, Young Adults 

Autographed copies of "Send for Haya Solomon" will be available at a special price. 
A special thank you to Mr. Eaanuel Borden, of Borden Publishing Company, for his 
exceptional cooperation in helping us to present the above program and providing 
us wi t.h the books • 
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Dear Friends, 

It is with a great deal of humility that I thank you for the confidence and trust 
that you have placed in me by re-electing me to serve another two-year term as your 
president. I am confident that with the efforts and support of my officers, the board 
and the membership, we shall move forward in our service to our colleagues and our 
Jewish community. 

I also want to thank our entire membership for the opportunity that has been 
afforded me-- to attend the National Conference of Association of Jewish Libraries,, 
scheduled for Brandeis University - June 46-29. (If anyone else plans to attend, I 
would appreciate hearing from you.) The Conference promises to be an exciting and 
sttmulating experience, and it is with gratitude to all of you that I look forward 
to this return to Brandeis Universit~and later sharing with you the highlights of 
the sessions. 

Thank you very much. 

ERRATA: 

In my editorial last month, I inadver
tently stated that the NATDONAL BOOK 
AWARD for Young People had been awarded 
to Milton Meltzer for Never to forget •••• 
It should have read "nominated" instead 
of "awarded"; my thanks to Nettie Frish
man for calling my attention to the error. 
Tbe Master Puppeteer by Katherine Patterson 
won the award. 

I 

--Adaire Klein, President. 

DATES TO SAVE 

May 16 (eve.) - 7PM - AJLSC General 
Meeting - Haym Salomon Night. 

May '23-24 - SHAVUOT 
June 6 - Luncheon meeting at home of 

Adaire Klein to honor incoming 
and outgoing board members. 
RSVP -  

June 20- AJLSC Installation Luncheon 
RESERVATIONS A MUST! 

WITII SINCERE APPRECIATION •.• 

--Adaire Klein, President, AJL-SC 

WE GET LETTERS,,, 

From R!bbi Julian M. White, Head Con
sultant, Bureau of Jewish Education, 
Los Angeles: "In writing this letter, 
I wish to indicate my sincere apprecia
tion of your very fine work in putting 
out 'Library Light', with every issue 
even better than the preceding one. 

"I know how important this modest 
journal is as an instrument which helps 
integrate, to the point even of forging 
the character of,your librarian associa
tion." 

From Ruth Abelow, Media Specialist, 
Miami Beach, Fb.: "I would like to 
compliment you on the Newsletter; I 
found it very informative and excellent 
in all points of view. You are really 
working out there!" 

From Susanna R. Friedman, Tex~s AJLSC 
member: "The Library Light is proving 
to be extremely valuable to our AJL
Southwest Region, Houston Metropoliten 
area!" 

We met our deadline--thank~ to a lot of wonderful people and modern technology! 
A minor back injury prevented me from ~pending extra time to type stencils and running 
the mimeograph machine at Stephen s. Wise Temple, as usual, so we had to use commercial 
facilities. SPECIAL THANKS TO: MARJE GERSH for doing the front page and providing 
copy-ready articles as did RITA FRIStHER and EDITH WILDMAN, and to GRACE FRIEDMAN for 
stamping, and to ADAIRE KLEIN for sharing the problems with me. 

--Barbara Leff, Editor. 
LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to AJ~C members. Editor: Barbara Leff, 

Pres. Adaire Klein,   
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The American National Standard 
Romanization of Hebrew is finally 
completed: Write American National 
Standards Institution, 1430 Broadway, 
N.Y., N.Y. 10018- $4.50. 

--AJL Proceedings, June 1976. 
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OONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW OFFICERS ••• 
.. The vote was unanimous at our March 
28 general AJLSC meeting! {See April 
1977 issue of Library Light, page 3) 

YOUR PRESENCE IS REQUESTED 

at our 

INSTALLATION LUNCHEON 

HONORING: 

"OUR OFFICERS" 

WITH A SPECIAL AWARD TO: 
SYDNEY J. GREENBERG, 

Director of School Personnel Services, BJE 

Date: Monday, June 20th 
Time: 10:)0 a.m. 
Place: StephenS. Wise Temple, W.L.A. 

Price: $7.50 
(Includes Kosher 
dairy lunch) 

OUR GUEST SPEAKER: 

))B-aa .ac~ae-r 
"The J"ewish Woman in Literature .. 

For further information, please contact Marjorie Gersh, Chairwoman, at 6. 
Guests are welcome Please return Reservation Form. 

WORKSHOP FOR WRITING/ILLUSTRATING 
<lliLDREN Is BOOKS 

The Uri Shulevitz Workshop--July 25 
to August 5--in Los Angeles. The Cal
decott Medal winner conceived the ses
sions as "an interdisciplinary workshop 
to combine writing and illustration, 
exploring an original approach to 
writing" for the very young child. No 
previous writing experience required. 
Contact: Lorelei Mintz, 563 So. Bur
lingame Ave., L.A. Ca. 90049. 

--THE SAMPLER, official publica
tion of Southern Calif. Council 
on Literature for Children and 
Young People. 

A QIAPTER OF A BOOK MISPLACED'! 

Rita Frischer received a letter from 
Bernard Postal, author, with a problem, 
and we're hoping one of our readers 
can supply the answer: 
·~any months ago one of the officers 

or chairmen of the AJLSC borrowed from 
me the carbon copy of the California 
chapter i:>r Vol. 3 of American Jewish 
Landmarks. I've forgotten her name ... 
never acknowledged it or returned it. 
If you can think of who she might be 
I'd be grateful." 

If this refers to y~, please respond 
to Mr. Postal, Editor, Jewish Digest, 
3459 Frederick St., Oceanside, N.Y.ll572. 
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SHORT STORY !Nl)EX 

For years we've talked about a 
Short Story Index to Judaica--we 
organized & started to work on it, 
but never progressed too far because 
it is such a mammoth job and our 
other priorities seemed to take 
precedence. 

At the Midwinter meeting of AJL 
in New York, they discussed this pro
ject, with a projected goal in mind. 
We received a letter of inquiry from 
Susanna Friedman, Recording Secretary 
& Vice President-Publications of AJL 
Synagogue, School & Center Division. 
After great discussion, we responded 
that it was more than we could possi
bly handle at this time, and gave 
them our blessings and pages of prob
lems and decisions, together with 
aames of AJLSC members who had pre
pared some bibliographies of short 
stories. 

Susanna responded with great appre
ciation for our comments, and opti
mistically set a goal of two years 
for such a project by national AJL. 
We wish them much mazel! 

If any of our members have done any 
short story ~nnotations, please write 
to Susanna Friedman, Congregation Beth 
Israel Library, 5600 N. Braeswood Blvd., 
Houston, Texas 77035. 
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NATIONAL AJL OONVENTION 

AJL 12th annual Convention is set 
for June 26-29, at Brandeis University, 
Waltham, Mass. (June 30 in Boston-
optional). Their theme is "Innova
tive Approaches to Jewish Librarian
ship... Cost: $120 for 3 nights 
(single room) + 9 meals (incl. regis
tration and banquet) . 

For the first time, our Southern 
California Association will be able to 
send our President, fdaire Klein, as 
official representative to the national 
convention. At our April meeting, our 
membership voted an additional $100 to 
add to our new biennial budget of $200-
covering just the transportation to Mass. 

(Adaire is really looking forward to 
the trip. She is a graduate of Brandeis 
University, and had received both her 
Bachelor's and Master's Degree there. 
(Her field: Near Eastern & Judaic Studies) 

Here ~re some of the convention ses
aiona: "Encouraging creativity in li
braries", "Readers and Writers", "Isnteli 
literature--adult and children", and 
program and reception at American 
Jewish Historical Society. 

Call Adaire if you plan to go, or 
want some additional information.-

. 

..QUOTATION MARKED .. 
by Edith Wildman. Librarian. Temple Emanuel. Beverly Hills, California. 

HILLEL, OUR SAGE, used to say: ·{ 'Jl ~r iJIC f'!~ PIC 
• . . -· 

'f>JI'/C I t-e':J~ Jef .Pie! 'JL~ ";)_)I l_;jJ.y[ ;J'-~.~· :.>·1 
-T .,-!- ' I ., .; - . 

' ' .. 
--Pirke Avot 

"If I am not self-reliant, on whom shall I rely'! But if I am selfish, what (good) 
am I1 And if (the time for action is) not now, when (is it)?" 

--Saul: The Right to be different; editor Elias Picheny, 1961. (publ. by 
Friends of Family of Lionel Picheny in Midwest Section, Nat'l.Jewish Welf.Bd.) 

Lloyd Alexander wrote: "I wanted to explore ideas of personal responsibility and of 
people discovering in themselves resources they never suspected •... The best way 
seemed to be through the form and flavor of the Hebrew parables ... 11 

"If I em not for myself, who will be for me'? 
And if I am only for myself, what am I? 
And if not now, when? --Hillel" 

--Alexander: The King's Fountain. (N.Y., E. P. Dutton, 1971) 
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JEWISH BOOK MON'm PROGRESS REPORT 

By now, we should have received more 
tear-offs, but I know many of you hesita
ted to deface your copy of Library Light 
even for such a good cause--so we're try
ing again--this ti.me with a simple-to
return half page. 

Fill it in NOW and mail it back NOW-
there's no time like the present to get 
started (or give to friend/acquaintance). 

HOW ARE YOU DOING Willi YOUR BOOK MONTH 
CONTACTS1 WE'RE .DOING NICELY, '!HANK YOU! 

Future Library Lights will contain con
crete suggestions and materials for your 
Book Month promotions, but this is how 
things are coming along so far--perhaps 
these items will give you some ideas on 
where to begin. 

1) By contacting the Jewish Librarians 
Caucus, we have been assured displays in 
the libraries at Cal State L.A., Fullerton, 
and Southwest Law Library (which has an 
extensive Judaic law collection}, as well 
as in several public library branches. 

2) LAPL has promised Nettie that they 
will issue an Adult, Young Adult, and 
Children's Bo?k List commemorating JBM. 

3) Rabbi Herman of UAHC has approved 
our project and promised cooperation in 
duplicating and mailing our letter, etc., 
to his affiliates, We have appointments' 
with Conservative and Orthodox groups to 
request the same support. 

4) We have written to Dr. Hoenig of 
Jewish Book Council in New York request
ing improved poster design. If their 
posters are as blah as usual, we have a 
volunteer graphic artist lined up and 
will have our own printed. 

5) Hilleland Outreach at Cal State 
Northridge has requested a story on area 
Jewish libraries for their November cam
pus newspaper--to be devoted entirely to 
JBM. Contact the Hillels at your local 
university or community college suggesting 
the same. This group is also negotiating 
with the English Council (at our suggestion) 
to discuss a jointly sponsored literary 
event, and they're talking to the library 
and to Associated Students about displays. 

6) Hannah Kuhn of Brandei~ House of 
the Book in Simi Valley has received 
Dennis Prager's promise to help by announc
ing our project to his weekend groups so 
they will program in their organizations 
at home. 

7) Cecelia Lapidus at Sinai Temple 
has begun thinking about plans for a 
Children's Book Fair which sounds terrific. 

8) Barbara Leff has lined up Books Etc. 
(a bookstore in Sherman Oaks) f~r displays 
and has contacted USC Library School's Li
brarian for a small display within the 
Library. (She was amazed at how easy it 
was!) 

MORE TO FOLLOW . . . • . . . 

--Rita Frischer, Chairwoman --Nettie Frishman, Co-Chairwoman 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY INFO: 

Welcome to new member: 
ES'niER PILARSKI 

 
 

 
Librarian 

Cbange of Address & Phone: 
BOBBIE OOH!N 

 
 

NEW FREE POSTERS FROM AJA 

American Jewish Archives has added 
two posters to their attractive multi
color set (approx. 25) in their Ameri
can Jewish history series: 

EMMA LAZARUS - poet (includes text 
of her sonnet on Statue of Liberty) 

ADOPTION OF FIRST CONSTITUTION OF 
NEW YORK STATE on Apr.20, 1977 (eman
cipation of segment of Jews in Dias
pora for first time in history. 

Free, on request by libraries, schools 
and institutions. Write AJA, 3101 Clif
ton Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45220. 
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ELAZAR CLASSIFI~TION SCHEME UPDATE 

We contacted Dr. Daniel Elazar, writer 
and co-author of our Judaica classifica
tion scheme, while he visited L.A. very 
briefly on May 1. He regretted being 
unable to meet with us but welcomed our 
call. He and his brother, co-author 
David Elazar, librarian, had been talking 
about up-dating and revising their scheme. 

At Dr. Elazar's request, I have agreed 
to gather from our members all suggestions 
regarding the scheme, and forward them to 
him in Jerusalem. They, in turn, will 
meet and incorporate all into either a 
revised scheme or some updating pages. 
We also requested that thereafter they 
should set up some kind of updating ser
vice (similar to LC and Dewey) to keep 
their scheme current. 

Immediately after our June 20 P~ogram, 
I will forward our suggestions. PLEASE-
TAKE TIME NOW TO GO THROUGH YOUR OWN 
COPIES OF ELAZAR. Type a quick list of 
all entries you have added (numbers and 
headings). Don't worry about form, typo
graphical errors, or whether your addi
tions are "correct" according to pro
fessional standards. It is important that 
the Elazars see bow the scheme is used 
in a community other than their own, and 
any and all p~oblems we have. They are 
well aware that many who use their scheme 
are not professional librarians, and that 
there are many different approaches de
pending upon the library situation. 

Forward your classification additions 
to me at 3431 Castlewood& Place, Sherman 
Oaks, Ca. 91403. Thank you ••• 

--Barbara Leff, Librarian 
Stephen S. Wise Temple 

NEW EJ YEARBOOK PUBLISHED 

The new 1975/76 Year Book of Ency
clopaedia Judaica bas some important 
features to note: Survey articles 
not treated previously in EJ, (e.g. 
Jewish theological responses to the 
Holocaust, Lubavich Movement, Jewish 
radical student movement); and Study 
Guides to related EJ articles that 
give complete survey ofnHolocaust" 
and"Philosophynsubjects. 

MAY 1977 

REPORT ON: 
JEWISH LIBRARI.ANi CAUCUS 

On April 24, our president, Adaire 
Klein, spoke at the Los Angeles JLC 
meeting. Amidst 8n exchange of goals, 
services and ideas, we discovered that 
one of the main interests of both 
groups is promoting Jewish books 8nd 
materials, and presenting Jews ~nd 
Judaism in a positive light. 

We~re very pleased that the 10 
Ceucus members present agreed to join 
us in our all-city Jewish Book Month 
project, following Rite Frischer's 
presentstion that day. (See JBM arti
cle on page ..5 ) • 

The Caucus members sre mainly Jewish 
librarians in the general library 
field. Their two-year~old national 
group meets twice a year at the Conven
tions of Americen Library Association, 
providing special programs and exhibit
ing Jewish materials. 

The first business of the Jewish Caucus 
in January 1975 was to ask ALA (a member 
of a UNESCO affiliate) to take action 
ttcondemning the exclusion of Israel from 
UNESCO and supporting the U.S.Congress 
for its discontinuation of funds until 
Israel is allowed full participation". 
ALA overwhelmingly adopted such a resolu
tion on January 24, 1975. 

The goals and services of the Caucus 
are: monitoring antisemitism in library 
materials; lobbying for reform of dis
criminatory and offensive treatment of 
Judaism and Jews in classification 
schemes, subject headings, indexes, etc.; 
compiling and distributing resource 
guides, directories and bibliographies 
concerning Judaic8; and providing repre
sentation on key ALA committees. 

A copy of their quarterly newsletter 
will be on display at our next AJLSC 
meeting. Membership is open to every
one at $5/yr, including a subscription 
to their JLC Newsletter. Write: Cookie 
Lewis-Soldinger,  

(Editor). 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS: AJL-SC MEETING - April 18, 1977 
Temple Emanuel Library 

MAY 1977 

"Librarians play a very important role •.• many students have a relationship 
more for the librarian than for their teachers ••. you reach people that the strictly 
formal situation doesn't reach ••• very important role in student development ••• " 

With this introduction, DAVID BERNER, Rabbi at UCLA Hillel, began his presenta
tion on CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY MOVEMENTS, because the library is the place to go to 
find out. He spoke to us a~ librarians and as parents and as concerned individuals. 

Following a discussion on books on the subject, listed at the end of this 
article, Rabbi Berner began with the sociology of the movements, and of the times: 
In the early 60's, students were going to"redeem the world". There was a sense of 
going out to the· people, helping others, e.g. the Peace Corps, John Kennedy's influence, 
computers could solve all problems, civil rights movements in which Jews were involved. 
In the latter 60's, with the continuation of the VietNam War, the Six-Day Israel-Arab 
War, Eugene McCarthy campaign, people began to look inward to their own communities. 
Jews and whites were thrown out of all radical civil rights movements; ethnic groups 
were formed, and all kinds of other groups: group therapy, sensitivity, T, neighborhood, 
communes, Havurot, etc. In the early 70's, and today, people are no longer looking 
to save the world or to save the community, but there is now a sense of saving oneself-
self-redemption, a high priority on the individual. 

Rabbi Berner talked about many of the missionary movements, their philosophies, 
their approach, their influence, their theology. The utter confusion in American 
society today has contributed to the growth of these movements ••• Federal government 
no longer trustworthy nor individuals serving within it ••• u1S.4rmed ~orris nofl~~ii lif 

the pride ot all Americans ••• drug experiences.i~~~Y~ 1o!e~g~gS~~~and ~fie ~~ngrat Y e ••• 
lack of spirituality ••• and permissive, liberal parents ••• etc •••• etc. Part of these 
movements is an "escape from freedom 11 , i.e. an authority tel.ing people what to do. 
Many people need a guide, someone who has found the path, and almost all the missionary 
groups have a master--an actual person who is their guide and leader. 

Within the mainstream of Jewish life, you don't find the foregoing phenomena. 
Within Judaism, the individual is very important but the highest priority is the 
community because it is the community which preserves the individual (brought about by 
centur1esof antisemitism). There is no one authority within Judaism; even within the 
Lubavitcher movement where the Rebbe is the essential figure, there is latitude in 
what a person can do and think -- but not so in the Christian missionary movements. 
Within Judaism, the messiah will come within a community sense -- no one person can be 
saved alone. 

Young people J01n various movements mainly for direction and spirituality. Jewish 
education is lacking in the "spiritual" area. Our rabbis and teachers talk about Israel, 
social action, observance, history, people, and God within an historical sense, but 
there is littlepfAlhe!Y~ut our relationship with God, how prayer affects us, faith to 
an individual./ Th~ deep philosophical and theological questions are ignored because 
they are very difficult, highly personal, and the "God and prayer" language is not easy. 
This lack of theological orientation cuts across all philosophies of Judaism. If more 
spirituality were added to sermons, the intellectuals might leave. It is a serious problem. 
But where do kids go when they have a deep theological question of great importance? 

Rabbi Berner indicated that the problems were easier to talk about than the 
solutions. Some suggestions were to teach child a feeling of self-worth, talk in 
conversations of faith--beliefs, feelings, inner life, souls; don't become angry when 
child or student is interested in Jesus or Messiah or other religious groups--help them 
find answers in books ~ open dialogue on feelings and love and God because this is 
what they are frequently looking for. "It is very difficult to do 11

, said Rabbi Berner. 
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Students resporo to missionary movements at stresstul moments in their lives-
during registration for school, before final exams, girl/hoy friend problems--or 
during periods when life not structured, i.e. vacations. They are invited by a nicely 
dressed young person to attend a dance, bible study group,.lecture •••• Parents must 
learn to say "no••, encourage student to meet with others or form own study group with 
a sensitive leader, who will discuss how the Bible touches the individual, but within 
the Jewish framework. Again, it is difficult, hut it is the family that holds the answer. 
Many missionary groups find a susceptible young person, and bring them into their family 
environment. These groups are highly programmed and structured, never giving the new 
person the opportunity to think or be alone--always talking of love and peace, and 
literally brainwashing with colors, chants, talkprepetition until they become part 
of the group. Similarly, deprogramming is the reverse; very difficult to break 
these patterns established within the framework of God and love. 

Sources for Information 

Classical books on subject of Jewish-Olristianrelationships: (no one11best"book available) 
Troki, Isaac ben Abraham. \{izzuk Emunah ("Faith Strengthened"). pbk avail. 

standard source book for adults. This work by Karaite scholar of 16th 
century considered a"masterpiece" by Voltaire. Classical polemic debate. 

Weiss-Rosmarin, Trude. Judaism and Christianity. pbk. avail. 
newest on subject; doesn't relate to students' view of Christianity today. 

Silver, Abba Hillel. Where Judaism differs. 
little out of date-but more well-rounded than Weiss-Rosmarin book. 

Studies of various popular culture movements: 
Lande, Nathaniel. Life Styles, Mind Styles. 

Useful as a reference to all kinds of new awareness groups. 
Ellwood, Robert S.,Jr. Religious and spiritual groups in modern America. Prentice,l973. 

USC Prof. presents study of groups mainly in Southern California. 

---------------------- One way; the Jesus movement and its mean1nK. Prentice-Hall,l973. 
Prof. Ellwood discusses Eastern-types of groups & fundamentalist Christian groups. 

Sobel, B. Z. Hebrew Christianity: The 13th Tribe • John Wiley & Sons, 1974. 
Interviews by Prof. of Sociology, Haifa Univ., scholarly soc.anal.; mixed reviews. 

Popular publfcations by various movements--each with its own bias: 
Jewish publications: 

Union of American Hebrew Congrations. Know how to answer ..• (kit) 
Worthwhile for every library; published by Reform movement but easily reworked 
for Conservative and Orthodox. For teachers-discussions on Pharisees, original 
sin, Isaiah 7:14, law and love, Isaiah 53. Highly recommeoU~Q. 

------- • UAHC also has info kit on activities of Sun Myung Moon and front groups, 1976. 
Rabb, Earl. Reverend Moon and the Jews. 

San Francisco Comm. Relations Dir. gives background and interesting material. 
United Synagogue of America. The Missionary at the door: our uniqueness. Ed. Rabbi Segal~ 

Conservative movement publ.; outline form; for high school teachers; quotations. 
National Conference of Synagogue Youth of Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations. 

Collection of pamphlets on basic Judaic subjects and "Now I am a Jew", ''When a 
Jew becomes a <llristian11 , "Jesus and the Messiah", ''The Real Messiah11 • 

B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation, Jewish S udents and the Jesus Movement: A cam us 
perspective. 1973. Good collection of articlesnr col ege stu ents, e.g. 
evangelism, Campus Crusade for Christ, and political ramifications. 

Christian missionary movement~: 
Roben, Martin Meyer. How to witness simply and effectively to the Jews. 
(American Board of Missions to Jews, 236 W. 72nd St., N.Y •• N.Y. 10023) pbk. 

"Brilliant .. pam. by head of Jews for Jesus; interesting ~:~ociological analysis 
of American Jewish community. Includes words for missionaries ~ to use. 

Miscellaneous: 
UAHC has pamphlet-reprint from "Harvard Crimson" by student almoBt involved in movmt. 
Vermes, Geza. Jesu~ the Jew (London Memorial Book Soc.) - excel.for tch. & lbrn. 
Sandmel, S~uel - Prof. at HUC - good books on the subject. 




