
ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LIBRARIES OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA APRIL 1977 

Tl?e ;Wissionor!J Moflf/Jltrlfs 
--How do fht:;Y vvork? 

--Wht do fl;ey succeed ? 

-- W ha f is our rostonse ? 

HEAR: RABBI DAVID BERNER, of UCLA Hillel 

SEE: Books and pamphlets on the subject 

MONDAY, APRIL 18, 1977 TEMPLE EMANUEL LIBRARY 

9:30 AM prompt (9:00 for coffee) 

(elections and business meeting, 
will follow the program) 

GUESTS ARE WELCOME 

8844 Burton Way (west of Robertson) 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211 

Phone: (213) 274-6388 

Hostess: EDITH WILDMAN, Librarian 
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Dear Friends, 

I trust that all of you spent an enjoyable Pesab with your family and loved 
ones - (if you had time to get out of the kitchen!) 

During April, in our libraries, we will be featuring materials on the Holocaust 
and on Israel. Among the books on the Holocaust, I know that you share my excitement 
in knot-1ing that the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters awarded its 
28th annual NATIONAL BOOK AHARD for Young People to Milton Meltzer for his book, 
Never to forget: The Jews of the Holocaust (N.Y., Harper & Row, 1976) --a fine piece 
of Holocaust literature, repleat with personal narratives and illustrations. (Also 
of interest, the av1ard for history went to Irving Hot-1e for World of our Fathers, 
Harcourt-Brace-Jovanovich, 1976.) 

As we look fortJard to Yom Ha-aztma-ut (Israel Independence Day) this year, let 
us not forget to spotlight Jerusalem. The year 1977, marking the lOth anniversary 
of the Six-Day War, commemorates the reunification of Jerusalem, rebuilt with free 
and peaceful access to all. May it always be so, providing us with strength and 
inspiration. 

Be sure to mark your calendars with the events listed below, ~1hen I shall greet 
you personally ••• 

--Adaire Klein, President, AJL-SC 

SAVE TliiS DATE 

MONDAY, JUNE 20, 1977 -- 10:30 A.M. 
AJL-SC CULMINATING PROGRAM--INSTALLATION--LUNCHEON (Kosher/Dairy) 

Stephen S, Wise Temple Library, West Los Angeles 
Guest Speaker: DINA ADLER, M.A., writer, lecturer, instructor -Moorpark College 

Theme: JEIUSH WOMEN IN LITERATURE 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Apr. 15 - Yom Ha-Shoah (Holocaust 
Memorial Day) 

Apr. 18 - Combined Board and General 
AJL-SC meeting at Temple 
Emanuel, Beverly Hills - 9AM 

Apr. 21 - Israel Independence Day Obser
vance (Yom Ha-atzma-ut) 

Apr. 24 - AJL-SC President to speak at· 
Jewish Librarian's Caucus 3FM 

j 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
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Apr. 25 - BJE/ AJLBC t-Jorkshop on 
Children's Resources (for 
beginners--an introduction) 9:45 

IMay 2 - AJLSC Board Meeting at home of 
Cecelia Lapidus (RSVP 552-2466) 
9:30 AM sharp. 1 

• Lag Ba-Omer . _ , I May 6 

May 16 
I 

- AJLSC General Mtg. (eve.t~ 

AJLSC PRESIDENT TO SPEAK 
AT JEWISH LIBHARIANS CAUCUS 

Adaire Klein has been invited to spe~ 
about synagogue libraries at the next 
meeting of the new Los Angeles based 
Jewish Librarians Caucus, on Sunday, 
April 24, at 3:00 P.M., at the home of 
Michelle Epstein, 7811 Beeman Avenue, 
North Hollywood (near t-lhitsett & Sher
man Way). This will be the first dia
logue between our Association and the 
Caucus, and should provide an interesdng 
discussion. Everyone welcome to attend. 

(Editor's Note: We have arranged for 
an exchange of publications between 
AJLSC and the Caucus.) 

LIBRARY LIGHT is distributed free to 
AJLSC members. Editor: Mrs. Barbara 
Leff,    ; 
Pres. Adaire Klein,  
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BJE/AJLSC 
CONTINUING EDUCATION OF LIBRARIANS 

A workshop, goru:ed fer beginners, will 
take place at the Jewish Community Bldg., 
Conference Room D (ground floor), 6505 
Wilshire Blvd., L.A., on Monday, April 
25, 1977 - 9:45 am to 1:00 pm. 

Subject is CHILDREN'S RESOURCES. Our 
specialists and topics are: 

Nettie Frishman (LAPL Regional Senior 
Children 1 s Lbrn., retired): PRINCIPLES 
OF BOOK SELECTION. . 

Adaire Klein,(Lbrn.Tchr., Sinai Templ~: 
BOOK REVIE~ING - DEMONSTRATION OF PRIN• 
CIPLES. 

Marjorie Gersh (Lbrn.:RUC Learning 
Center, Stephen \'lise Temple Day School): 
SOURCES OF CHILDREN 1 S BOOKS and REFERENCE 
BOOKS FOR YOUTH. 

Hava Ben Zvi (Lbrn., Jewish Community 
Library) : BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF CHilDREN 1 S 
BOOKS. 

Charge: $1.00; refreshments served. 

PLEASE--Call and reserve a seat ••• 
Jewish Community Library (213) 852-1234, 
Ext. 340 or 341. 

--Hava Ben-Zvi, JCL Lbrn. 

Friends of the 
JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

invite you 
to a RECEPTION 

Sunday, April 24, 1:30 P.M. 
Conference Room A 

Jewish Community Building 
6505 l>Jilshire Blvd., L.A. 

to hear 
DR. LUD~HG STRAUSS 

Chairman, JCL Library Committee 
speak on 

MEDICll~E IN THE BIBLE 

NEt·J AJLSC OFFICE: PRESIDENT-ELECT 

The responsibilities of our President 
have expanded so greatly during the past 
few years that the Nominating Committee 
suggested that the job be carried out by 
two people instead of one. After discus
sion and consultation of our Constirution 
& ByLa't.JS, and upon formal vote of our 
general membership at the March 28 meeting 
the following has become part of our 
Standing Rules: 

A president-elect shall be elected 
to serve as assistant to the Presi
dent, in whatever capacity agreed 
upon between them. 

This new office will be filled at the 
next election. If this arrangement is 
satisfactory upon implementation, then 
the ByLaws Committee will meet to define 
the duties of this new office, and will 
propose an amendment to our Constitution 
& ByLaws accordingly. 

--~arbara Le££, Parliamentar.Wn 

NOMINEES FOR AJLSC OFFICES 

The following slate of officers was pre
sented by the Nominating Committee & they 
v1ere formerly nominated at the AJLSC 
General meeting on March 28: 

President: Adaire Klein 
President-Elect: Marjorie Gersh 
1st VP (program): Betty Zand 
2nd VP (membership): Reva Kern 
3rd VP (hospitality): Grace Friedman 
4th VP (publicity & PR):JoAnn Lesser 
Recording Secretary: Cecelia Lapidus 
Corresponding Sec.: Helen Silberman 
Treasurer: Rose Shurman 
Parliamentarian: Barbara Leff 

Election of officers shall be held at 
the April 18 General Meeting. Absentee 
ballots must be received prior to that 

~ . · . date. Officers shall be elected by a 
USED BOOK SALE at J~w~s~ Commun~ty L~brary majority of the votes cast by members. 
12th floor' 5505 \hlsh:Lre Bl,.vd.' L.A. Installation will be in June 1977 • Offi-
Preview sale for librarians-~Apr. 26-29. 
Sale to general public --Ma.y 2-6. 

cers serve for a n1o-year period. 

Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. Special thanks to Nominating Committee; 
Grace Friedman, Dorothy Schroeder, Edith 

Great bargains: Hardbound books 50¢; Wildman, and. Betty zand. 
paperbacks 25¢; a few items slightly more 
expensive. 

--Hava Ben-Zvi, JCL Librarian 
--Marje Gersh, Nominating Com

mittee Chairman. 
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"QUOTATION ~IAPJ.<ED" 

This poem is suitable for Israel Inde
pendence Day celebration: 

{Note: "A state is not handed to a 
people on a silver platter", -~- -.- by 
Chaim Heitzmann, First President of the 
State of Israel - 1948-1952.) 

The Silver Platter 
by Natan Alterman 

The earth grows still. The 
lurid sky 
slowly pales 
over smoking borders. 
Heartsick, but living still,_ a 
people stands by 
to greet the uniqueness 
of the miracle. 
Readied, they wait beneath the moon~ 
't-7rapped in· awesome joy, before the 
light. 
~-Then, soon, 
a girl and boy 
step forward, 
and slo>;·1ly walk before. the waiting 
nation; 
in work garb and heavy-shod they 
climb 1· 
in stillness. 
Wearing yet the dress of battle, 
the grime 
of aching day and fire-filled night 
unwashed, weary unto.death, not 
knowing rest, 
but wearing youth like dewdrops in 
their hair. 
--Silently the two approach, 
and stand. 
Are they of the quick or of the 
dead'! 
Through wondering tears, the 
people stare. 
''Who are you, the silent two'l 11 

and they reply: 
''tile are the silver platter 
upon which the Jewish State 'tvas 
served to you." 
And speaking, fall in shadow at 
the nation's feet. 
Let the rest in Israel's chronicles 
be told. 

I 

I 
(Source: Isra~!_'_!_Ip.~~~end~~~~!>.M:, ! 
prepared by a department of Jewish j 
Agency for Palestine, New York, 1952.) , 

--Edith Wildman, L'ib1:arilen-Teacher 
Temple Emanuel, Beverly Hills. 

APRIL 1977 

ISRAELI BOOK vlliEK APR.20-27 

Under the patronage of Israeli Con
sulate, "Israeli Book ~~eek11 is an exhi
bit by 25 Israeli publishing houses--of 
a large var~ety of religious books, 
poetry, prose, and children's books. 
Displayed at Beth Jacob Congregation, 
9030. Olympic Blvd., Beverly Hills. 
Hours: 1~ to lOPM - except Apr.20 
(6-lOFM), Fri.(l~-3PM), Sat.(8-llPM). 

: For info, call eves.) 

******************** 
: EXCITING PROJECT TO BEGIN : 

* B~ sure to read all .the details * 
* about JEWISH BOOK MONTH 1977 on * 
* pages 7-8. I have been maldng lots* 
* of contacts, meeting with communi- * 
* ty people, setting up plans, brain-* 
* storming ideas, and now we are * 
* · ready to begin. * 
* * * Our success depends upoh you-- * 
* everyone can help--a little or a * 
* lot--whatever you can do will be * 
* that much more than has been done * 
* before! * 
* --Rita Frischer, Jewish * 
* Book Month Co~ittee Chwmn~ 
* Lbrn., Temple Ramat Zion. * 
* * 
******************** 

HOLOCAUSE POSTERS AVAILABLE .... 
11The Holocaust" 1933-194511 - a set 

of 20 exhibit posters, 2311x29" - pre
pared by Allon Schoener, formerly Asst. 
Dir., Jewish Museum in N.Y., and creator 
of ''The Lower East Side" exhibition. 
Posters provide pictorial and text docu
mentation of: Jewish life in Europe 
prior to Holocaust; rise of Nazi German)) 
persecution of the Jews; internment in 
concentration camps; extermination of 
Jews; Je't~ish resistance, liberation of 
death camps; and Nuremberg trials. 

Included with each set: Recommenda
tions for display, suggestions for re-. 
lated activities, viewer's handbill for 
your own imprint and reproduction. 

Order from:. Anti-Defamation League 
of B'nai B'rith, 315 Lexington Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10016. $20 per set of 
20 posters, including postage and 
handling. 
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l'ROGP~M HIGHLIGHTS: AJL=SC MEETING - March 28, 1977 
Temple Isaiah Library 

APRIL 1977 

Storytelling, story-reading, and picture books ~Jere the themes for our program, 
summarized as follows... . 

The Art of Storytelling 
presented by Reva Kern, Librarian, Temple Etz Chaim, Thousand Oaks 

I. Storytelling serves literature as a frame serves a painting. 
II. Folklore is the greatest source of literature for the storyteller. 
III. Storytelling, the oldest of traditional arts, depends on power of creation; 

each story must be approached on a highly individual level. 
IV. The storyteller should: 

A. Do wide reading of folklore to increase perception of the telling quality 
in books and stories other than folklore. 

B. Choose the tales that answer these questions positively: 
1. Does it have respect for the character? 
2. Is it rooted in a genuine sense of wonder? 
3. Does the idea have form and structure? 
4. Does it have a point, climax, or resolution of conflict? 
5. Does it contribute to delight ••• to an understanding of life? 
6. Does it increase perception? 
7. Does it leave a 11residueu of remembered emotion? 

C. Have the desire to learn the art of storytelling. 
D. Have the time to give it thought, and to plan, and to prepare. 
E. See what you tell, in your mind's eye--the place, colors, action. 
F. Know everything about the characters in your story; bring to it all your 

experiences of reading, traveling, looking at pictures. 
G. "Hatch" the story as you tell it; pacing and timing will come of their own 

accord; recognize the value of the pause; use voice as an instrument. 
H. Learn incident by incident, picture by picture; never learn word by word 

because a word is easily forgotten. 
I. Read over several times; analyze its appeal {e.g. humor, ingenuity) 
J. Isolate the mood - it will color the telling of the story. 
K. Make note of the climax - indicate the peak by a pause, then quicken pacc, 
L. By reading it again and again, knowing order of events, turns of phrasing;b} 

telling it to yourself silently (before you go to sleep), YOU WILL FIND 
THAT THE STORY IS YOURS FOREVER ••• 

V. Story-readisg -a different form of storytelling ••• 
A. Kinds of books or stories: picture books; stories with plot or action; 

game books which invite participation; familiar stories ••• 
B. Look for: sounds and rhythm of words; good characterization; good plot 

that reaches climax then ends; good balance of words and clear pictures. 
C. Preparation: Read many times - kno\-7 "what comes next11

; read in front of 
mirror; use tape recorder; don't memorize but know story well enough to 
have eye contact with audience. Smile - be yourself - enjoy! 

VI. Then Plan presentation: Meet in quiet place away from other activities; limit 
groups (no more than 12); plan several stories; Time yourself (10-15 min. 
for 3-year olds; 15-20 min. for 4-6 year olds). 

VII.Your Presentation to young children: 
1. Start conversation with song, poems, finger games ••• 
2. Introduce book; kno\-7 story so well you need only to glance at page: 

read or tell slowly, lo~1er pitch of voice, hold book or turn pages 
comfortably. 

3 •. Don1 t pry for responses at end of story -- close with 11And that was 
the story of ---11 

, and let ~vonderful feeling stay with audience. 

(continued ••• ) 
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4. If telling 3-4 stories, have break between books (see VII-1 above) 
5. To conclude, give them books to look at or select, or maybe end with 

a song. 
VIII. Variation: Tell a story using a flannelgrapm. (Reva demonstrated with her 

own flannelgraph reproductior. of Could Anything be vJorse'Z by Maril)'nHirsh. 
To order-$2. 25 ea. -call Rev a -pick up at meeting -too klrge &fr':'W,.le 

ft:l:> m:ul.) 

Picture Books for All Ages 
presented by Marjorie Gersh, Lrn-Cat. H.U.C. Learning Center~ arrl 
Day School Librarian at Stephen s. Wise Temple Day School. 

1. A Picture book is "pantomime on paper". (For many children, it is their only 
exposure to fine pictorial works. The "art of picture books11 has grown into 
its own art form.) A picture book is a book whose content is expressed thrcugh 
visual images. To qualify as a "picture book", must tell entire story--as if 
there were no words. 

2. All children enjoy picture books, even older children. Older children love to 
hear stories and read picture books, but they don't want to admit it~-consider 
it for "little kids". I£ 4th-6th graders are hesitant to use picture books, 
encourage discussion about it, e.g. ask them "VJhy do publishers print pictures 
on the front of adult book jackets'l" Once they realize that it is to draw 
interest, and that adults like picture books too, they will conclude that 
11maybe pictures are o.k.u. 

3. Kinds of picture books, and various approaches: 
a. Pictures with lots of details work best in small groups or on a one-to-one 

basis. 
b. 11How to11 picture books extremely helpful for learning and understanding. 
c. Large, well-planned, pleasing pictures are best for larger group. (African 

stories and pictures lend themselves to this.) 
d. Picture books frequently can handle sensitive topics (e.g. death, birth) 

better than v10rds, with children; even use with teen-agers as starting point .. 
e. Picture books can be used just for visual appeal -"sheer and total delight"; 

pictures can be absurd, clever, colorful, appealing, imaginative, delight
ful, enjoyable, ud ifferent", ••• 

f. Hhen showing a picture book, be sure to give time to enjoy pictures. 
g. vJith older children, show pictures (do not read text), and let them write 

or tell the story in their own words. Show them only half the story, 
the beginning or the end, and let them write and use their imagination 
about the missing half. 

h. With older children, you can approach many subjects through pictures, 
e.g. when studying history, show some pictures of artifacts to start. 

i. Important for presenter and audience to relax \vith picture books, and with 
each other,and enjoy the visuals. 

(Marje showed many kinds of picture books to demonstrate each point.) 

Recommended Reading 

Foster, Joanna, comp. Hov7 to conduct effective picture book programs: a handbook. 
Westchester Library Systenl, 1967. Reprinted Carol Cox Book Co. 20 Booker St., 
Westwood, New Jersey 17675, 1975. 64p. $2.50 pbk. 

Lanes, Selma G. Down the Rabbit Hole; adventures and misadventures in the realm of 
children's literature. Atheneum, 1971. 

Sav1yer, Ruth. The way of the storyteller. Viking, 1962. 
Sayers, Frances Clarke. Summoned by books. Viking, 1965. 
Smith, Lillian H. The unreluctant years: a critical awroac.h to children's literature. ALA, 
Ziskind, Sylvia. Telling stories to children. Wilson, 1976. ~953. 
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JEHISH BOOK NONTH 1977 

Theme: Dates: 
"Find yourself through Jewish books" November 4 ~ December 4, 1977 

Every year, many Jewish libraries and institutions in Los Angeles 11do something" 
independently to observe Jewish Book Month -- but most of the community remains 
unaware. This year, however, AJL-SC has organized a JEYIISH BOOK MONTH COMMITTEE to 
coordinate citv=wide observance, and we'r.e already off to a good start! 

First, we have the sponsorship of the Bureau of Jewish Education, through Dr. 
Benjamin Yapko, •vho totally approved our program~ Then -- Nettie Frishman agreed to 
serve as Co-Chairwoman and liaison with Los Angeles Public Library; --Jo Ann Lesser, 
of Lesser Productions, agreed to be media materials adviser; ---Rabbi Michael Meni
toff of Temple Ramat Zion (tJho has had his own TV show and is familiar with media) 
added his name as adviser; -~and several members have already asked to serve as 
coordinators between their neighborhoods and our central committee. 

liE CAN SUCCEED ••• it has never been done this way-- so there is no question of 
failure! Total city-wide involvement may be our long-range goal, but this first 
year every step we take will be a tremendous step fon1ard. 

!ill.I -- \tiE NEED YOU ••• v1e urge you to participate--as much or as little as your 
time or interest permit. You are a vital link in our city=wide liaison network. 

'VJHAT' S IN IT FOR YOU? PLENTY! --New contacts, nelv skills, and the satis
faction of helping to achieve these goals: 

1. Increased awareness of Jewish libraries and books leading to 
their wide use and support. 

2. Raised consciousness of non-affiliated as well as affiliated 
Jews--deepening our sense of community. 

3. Encouragement of full use of Jewish books and resources--by 
educators, professionals and lay people in the Jewish and general 
communities. (Increased use of Jewish books may encourage pub
lishers and businesses to handle more Jewish titles!) 

HHERE DO YOU START? WHERE YOU ARE AT! 

The plan I presented at the March 28 meeting hinges on each of us choosing an 
area of involvement, either geographical or determined through special interests or 
contacts. Nettie, \.Jho is an LAPL Regional Children's Librarian (retired), is working 
with LAPL because that is her thing. I am working to organize the Valley-Northridge 
area because that is my place. Choose your thing or your place, and proceed~ follows 

1. Geographical -- choose boundaries around your area and contact synagogues) 
centers, libraries, schools:o department stores, and book stores within that space. 
Urge special programming and/or displays ~ -- BEFORE they set fall plans. Collect 
info feedback for our Book Month Community Calendar. 

NOTE: The committee tt7ill offer posters, book lists, sample media 
releases for your use. Remind your contacts we will be helping to 
promote their projects! Remind businesses that Hanukah begins Dec.5! 

(continued •••••••• 
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2. Special THING -~ 
suggest a November display. 
November. A friend in the 
to help him with. Got the 

College Student?--Go to your university library and 
Hadassah member?-="Noodge" for a chapter book sale in 

book business'!=~Suggest a window display you'd be happy 
idea? START HHERE YOU ARE! 

3. QQ it yourself ~- personal contact is VITAL. Letters cost money and get 
thrown away. Face-to-face is better! 

4. Tell US whAt you are doing -- send us your self-chosen boundaries on the 
attached tear-of£ -- Essential to overlapping! If several choose similar areas, 
we can arrange cooperative effort. Then, if 11face-to-£ace" makes you turn pale, 
offer to type, phone, whatever ••• , or try uface-to-face81 --you might learn to 
like it. 

5. We are hen:to help --need a suggested spiel? Just call. More details 
coming up in next uLibrary Light" - ... but, first, FILL OUT AND RETURN THE TEAR-OFF. 

We are really excited about this -- hope you are too!! Remember - one store 
or one synagogue participating is success! If you get 10 to do something -- that 
is fantastic!!! The important thing is to start ••• and take it one step at a 
time ••••• 

Rita c. Frischer, Chairwoman 
 

  
 

Nettie Frishman, Co-Chairwoman 
 

 
 

---------------------------~----------~----~-------------=-----------------------------f IMPORTANT TEAR OFF AND RETURN TO RITA FRISCHER IMPORTANT 

My name _____________________________________________ __ Phone: Area Code _____ No. __________ _ 

My address ______________________________________ _ City ____________________ Zip ______ _ 

I HILL BE HAPPY TO HELP tilTH JE\HSH BOOK MONTH 1977 ••• 

Geographically (list north/south/east/west boundaries): _________________________ __ 

Special Contacts: ----------------------------------------------------------Other: ________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Phone Calls___ General Clerical ___ General Skills: Typing ___ 
\-1rite press releases --- Other-------------------------------------------------

Day and time available for occasional meeting, _____________________________________ __ 

Approx. how many posters do you think you will need? _____ ~--------------

Suggestions, comments, ideas: 




